Dr. Mary Rorro

Dame, Dr. Mary Rorro graduated cum laude with Honors in Music from Bryn Mawr College
and received their first ever Performing Arts Prize and was also President and First Violist of
the Bryn Mawr-Haverford Symphony. She attended the University of Medicine and
Dentistry Osteopathic Medical School of New Jersey. She was Chief Resident at Harvard
and designated Chief Resident of the Year for which she received an award in Washington,
D.C. from Pfizer Corporation during her Psychiatry Residency at Harvard Medical School.
She completed an Addictions Psychiatry Fellowship at Massachusetts General Hospital.

She is a psychiatrist caring for Veterans in the New Jersey Department of Veterans Affairs,
and is also a violist, singer-songwriter and published poet. She developed a therapeutic
music program for Veterans called “A Few Good Notes” and helped form the “Guitar
Instruction Group” in which Veterans learn to play the guitar, and Dr. Rorro has played with
them. She is Chair of the Music and Medicine Committee and Co-Chair of the Humanities
Committee of the American Medical Women's Association (AMWA.) She is collaborating
with the Johns Hopkins Performing Arts and Health Department on their musicians’ health
advocacy initiative as an expert.

Dr. Mary Rorro and Maestro Matteo Giammario reconnected during the pandemic and
embarked on composing 16 songs together as an intergenerational music

collaboration. Her melodies and lyrics are set to arrangements by her former Greater
Princeton Youth Orchestra conductor. She and Maestro Matteo Giammario, now a 99-
year-old World War Il veteran, composed songs for Veterans, healthcare heroes,
inspirational and spiritual music. She performs her songs annually for Veterans for the
Princeton University Chapel Veterans Day Service, accompanied by Princeton University
Organist Eric Plutz. Dr. Rorro also is featured at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York City
annually for the Investiture Mass of the Royal House of Savoy, and has also performed at
the World War || Memorial, the Holy Rosary Church Centennial, and National Cathedral in
Washington D.C.

She played at the 9/11 Memorial in New York City for the 50" Anniversary of the Vietnam
War, on the Intrepid Museum in New York for their Memorial Day Ceremony, and at
Drumthwacket, the New Jersey Governor’s Mansion for their annual Marine Corps Birthday
event. She has performed her music for numerous other Veteran, church, and Italian
organizations, including the Conference of Presidents of Major Italian American
Organizations and Filiitalia. She presented and performed her original songs for the New
Jersey Italian American Heritage Commission Conference at Rutgers University and also at
the Rutgers Medical School/AMWA joint Conference on Music and Medicine and
Empowering Mentorship at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital.

She composes Anthems for international organizations including AMWA, A Chance in Life,
Filitalia and for St. Peter’s University. She is featured in numerous Journals for her work,
narratives and poetry, including in Psychiatric News of the American Psychiatric



Association, Psychiatric Annals, Journal of the American Geriatrics Society, International
Society for Traumatic Stress Studies, International Journal of Religion and Health, and
Journal of Poetry Therapy. She is featured as “The Violin Doc” in the books “Scales to
Scalpels: Doctors Who Practice the Healing Arts of Music and Medicine” and for her piece
“Toselli’s Serenade in “Becoming Doctors” and “The Greatest Gift” in Becoming Doctors:
25 Years Later,” and “A Feast of Narrative.” She was published twice in “Antenna” the
Royal Entomological Society Journal, of which Queen Elizabeth Il was former Patron and
King Charles lll is current Patron. Dr. Rorro won the Planetree Patient-Centered Excellence
and Innovation Award and a Jefferson Award, which is the nation's oldest and most
prestigious recognition program for volunteer/public service and the official recognition
program of the United States Senate.

She received the Gold Presidential Volunteer Service Award from The White House and
President Biden in recognition and appreciation for commitments to strengthen our nation
and communities through volunteer service, and for outstanding volunteers in the service
of our Nation through AMWA, at the Drexel University College of Medicine Women in
Medicine Legacy Center Archives. She was inducted into the National Italian American Hall
of Fame. Dr. Rorro received the Bronze Medal for charitable works from the Royal Order of
Savoy, Italy as a Devotee of Merit and was inducted in Rome, Italy as a Dame of the Order
of Saints Maurice and Lazarus by HRH Prince of Venice Emanuel Filiberto. She was
inducted as a Dame into the Pope’s Order of The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem, Eastern Lieutenancy at the St. Patrick's Cathedral Investiture Mass by Cardinal
Fernando Filoni of the Vatican. She was interviewed for her work in music and medicine by
Vatican Radio. Dr. Rorro hand-delivered her “Reflections” music CD to Pope Francis at the
Vatican as part of a private audience of the Delegation of the Conference of Presidents of
Major Italian American Organizations in 2022.

She was an Honoree for a New Jersey State Governor’s Award Volunteerism Award for
“Service for Veterans for Extraordinary Service to the Community” and received an “I
Migliori: Mens et Gesta” (The Best in Thoughts and Actions) Award from the Pirandello
Lyceum in Boston. She performed and gave a presentation about her work with Veterans,
song collection with Maestro Matteo Giammario and the “Healing and Humanities: An Arts
in Medicine Journal” she helped spearhead in AMWA, in conjunction with the Rutgers
Robert Wood Johnson Medical School Women’s Health Institute, at the International
Association for Music and Medicine conference in Berlin, Germany in September 2024.
She performed her Anthem to Italy ”L’Italia!” with members of “The President’s Own”
Marine Corps Band for the second annual Italian American Heritage Month Celebration at
The White House in Washington, D.C. in October 2024. She gave a presentation and recital
called “Songs That Heal & Comfort” of her original music at Saint Peter's University in
Jersey City New Jersey as part of the Arts on Bergen concert series in November 2024. Dr.
Rorro has been selected as the recipient of the American Medical Women’s Association
Exceptional Mentor Award, which will be presented atthe AMWA and Women in
Healthcare World Congress in Massachusetts in March 2025.






