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Mr. António Guterres 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
405 East, 42nd Street 
New York, NY, 10017 

Dear Mr. Secretary General, 

The American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) is honored to share this statement in support of 
the United Nations Summit of the Future, a global platform dedicated to shaping a more sustainable, 
just, and equitable world. For over a century, AMWA has been at the forefront of advocating for women 
in medicine, advancing healthcare equity, and promoting the well-being of women and girls worldwide. 

As the world faces unprecedented global health challenges, including pandemics, climate change, and 
rising chronic disease rates, AMWA emphasizes the critical need for gender equity in health systems. 
Women, particularly those in underserved and marginalized communities, bear a disproportionate 
burden of healthcare disparities. Their access to healthcare, education, and leadership opportunities 
remains hindered by structural inequities, perpetuating cycles of poverty and poor health outcomes. 

AMWA urges the United Nations to prioritize the following key areas in the pursuit of a sustainable 
future: 

1. Healthcare Access and Equity: Universal access to quality healthcare must be a cornerstone of 
global development. Special attention should be paid to women’s health, including maternal 
health, reproductive rights, and chronic disease prevention. Ensuring that all women have 
equitable access to healthcare services is essential for achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

2. Women’s Leadership in Health: Women’s voices must be elevated in healthcare leadership 
and decision-making processes. Empowering women in medicine, research, and policy can lead 
to more inclusive and effective solutions to global health challenges. AMWA calls for stronger 
investments in programs that support the education, mentorship, and advancement of women in 
health professions. 

3. Addressing the Impact of Climate Change on Women’s Health: Climate change is a health 
crisis, and women are uniquely vulnerable to its impacts, from displacement due to extreme 
weather to increased exposure to vector-borne diseases. We advocate for climate action policies 
that prioritize women’s health and resilience, ensuring that climate mitigation and adaptation 
strategies are inclusive and gender-responsive. 

4. Technology and Innovation for Health Equity: Advances in digital health and telemedicine 
hold immense promise for bridging gaps in healthcare access, particularly for women in rural or 
underserved regions. AMWA encourages the integration of gender-sensitive technologies that 
enhance healthcare delivery and patient empowerment. 
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5. Collaborative Global Action: Finally, AMWA underscores the importance of international 
collaboration in addressing health inequities. Multilateral partnerships, such as those fostered by 
the UN, are vital to developing comprehensive strategies that prioritize the health of women and 
girls globally. 

At this pivotal moment, AMWA calls upon the global community to recognize that women’s health is 
central to the achievement of sustainable development. By investing in the health, empowerment, and 
leadership of women, we lay the foundation for a healthier, more equitable, and resilient future for all. 

Together, we can ensure that women are not just beneficiaries but also key architects of a future 
that leaves no one behind. 

Best, 

 
Eliza Lo Chin, MD, MPH 
Executive Director 
American Medical Women’s Association 


