Advocating for
Alzheimer’s Disease

Researchers and patient advocacy organizations recommend educating legislators about the
anticipated impact that recent Reduction in Force (RIF) measures may have on federal health
agencies that are instrumental in advancing research, approving new treatments, and
implementing public health efforts to help the 6 million Americans affected by Alzheimer’s disease
(AD) and the more than 11 million individuals who provide unpaid care for someone with dementia.

There are many meaningful advocacy opportunities that physicians can champion to foster
Alzheimer’s research and support caregiving at both the local and national level.

- How Physicians Can Advance Federal Funding

< Call, email and/or request a virtual meeting with the legislative offices of your

E Representative and Senators. Urge them to fund the Building Our Largest Dementia
() (BOLD) Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s Act, the National Alzheimer’s Project Act (NAPA),
E and the Alzheimer’s Accountability and Investment Act (AAIA).

Help Lead State Advocacy Efforts
« Champion awareness of AD in your State medical society.
« Start an ACT on Alzheimer's® group with the help of their provider practice tools and
resources.
ACT on Alzheimer’s is a Minnesota-based, program focusing on community-action,
provider training, and policy change to become “dementia friendly.”
« Engage policymakers, your health department, and aging services to develop a state
Alzheimer’s plan or incorporate ACT’s model:
o Join a state advisory council or task force.
o Provide testimony at legislative hearings.
o Advance Dementia-Friendly Policies.
o Support memory screening programs and expansion of respite care.
o Advocate for:Increased home- and community-based services funding, better
reimbursement for cognitive assessments, and tax credits for family caregivers.

STATE

Community Engagement & Education
« Volunteer with respite care programs or caregiver support groups.
» Use social media to amplify Alzheimer’s facts, caregiver stories, and research
breakthroughs.
« Host a community talk about brain health and dementia prevention.
« Write an op-ed or letter to the editor in your local newspaper about Alzheimer’s

challenges and needs.
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