The American Medical Women’s Association was founded in 1915 at a time when women physicians numbered less than 6% of the physician population.  Who would have imagined that less than two years later, the country would be at war, creating a shortage of medical personnel – and thus providing women a unique opportunity to step forward and serve. 

The American Women’s Hospitals was founded in 1917 by AMWA in answer to the Government’s call for medical personnel and resources.  Inspired by the work of women in Europe, in particular the Scottish Women’s Hospitals, American women physicians formed and staffed complete hospital units to deploy abroad. 

We are especially honored and proud to be sharing this part of our history today.  These women physicians were willing to risk their own lives, sometimes against the wishes of their family, and in the face of overt discrimination both within their profession and society.  In the first year, over 1000 women signed up with the American Women’s Hospitals, making it the largest effort by American women physicians in the war.  AWH became a clearing house for the collective work of women physicians, assigning positions within other relief agencies throughout Europe. These brave women served during the war and remained in the years that followed to help rebuild communities in the post-war period. 

We are grateful to the partnership of Raw Science Foundation, Jack Klink Productions, historians, and researchers from all over the country who made it possible for us to share this little known story with the world – and the generosity of archivists and individuals who shared their artifacts for this film. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We hope that you will be inspired by the courage, patriotism, and service of these trailblazing women.  It is in their memory that we dedicate this screening today.
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