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Binding U'p the Wounds MY

the Barnes Hospital of St. Louls, assigned 1o the British Expedi-
tionary Forve. Mostdy she loved it being sent chocolares by Sir
Thomas Lipton, entertuined by the American ambassador’s wife.
and asked 1o ten by the Archbishop of Canterbury, us well as uniergo-
ing gas truning. Gifted with a happy facility for supervision, she
deseribed her nurses as “bricks . ., loyal, affectionste, and entirely
to be depended upon , . " wha “developed fine quulities thar [ really
did net know they had in them.” She fought for diversions, betret
tood, and betrer equipment for them. “All of us who huve large
enongh fevt are getting our shoes from the quartermaster, and those
with small feer are bewailing their fate, Our paths are all mud and
sharp stones, and the oedinary sole of a woman's regular shoe lasts
about two weeks, and even when new does not prevent the stones
from hurting one’s feer. """ Stimson also bewsiled her own fate as
administrator—she never could ery, because she was there not
weep but to be wept upon. and, fur worse, she couldn’t jom her
nurses in temporary duty assignments o the casualty clearing stations
near the front.

Some of the early-formed hospital unies eventually served as
UL5. Army base hospitals, Harvard and Peter Bent Brigham Hos-
pital, for exumple, jointly organized the unit in which Base Hugpital
#5 originated. Besides its chief nurse Carrie Hall, the unit cartied
on its roster ninety nurses. a dietitian, and three secretaries—all
women.,

MEYH e Gowermment provided for the enlisoment of murses,
but not for cwomen phvsicians. This wwas a mistake, 11 is utterly
impossible w0 leave a large number of well-tramed women ow
of @ serete i which they belong, for the reason thai they wwon't

Spay o -
—Esther Pohl Lovejoy™

Male doctors and female nurses worked together 1o form these
American hospital units, Bur what of the almost 6,000 tully qualifed
American women doctors then in active practice? "The women of
the medical profession,” wrote Dr. Esther Lovejoy, “were not called
t the colors, but they decided 10 go anyway."* Women doctors,
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who suffered the predictable rejections by the Amertcan military early
o, took matters into their own hands, working through their estab-
hished organizations to form hospitals for overseas service.

The New York Infirmary for Women and Children, backed by
the National American Woman Suffrage Association, soon after the
United States entered the war offered @ mobile unit with a full staff
ol wonten physicians, to be called the Women's Overseas Hospiral
al the U5 A. The United States War Department refused the offer;
the French accepred it, bur the group experienced delays and diffi-
culries. At the end of November 1917, Dr. Carolinge Finley, their
director, was in France awaiung her staff, but not until May 1918,
did a docror first operate ar the Women's Overseas Hospital (WOH),
By midsummer 1918, WOH was taking care of 500 refugees, ut
lLabouheyre, in southern France, Meanwhile Dr. Anna Von Skolly
and several other doctors originally assigned o WOH had begun o
work in French hospitals with French milivary surgeons, some of
them caring for American soldiers; eventually Dr. Finley directed
this unit, while Mrs, Raymond Brown became General Director in
France of the Women's Overseas Hospual., Dr. Finlev's “*Medical
unit in khaki and puttees . . . like real men . . . about thirty of
them,”™ a YWCA hostess observed, gave her dining room “a very
military look.”* In Ocrober WOH received from the United Stares
a freatment umit for gassed soldiers, and in November the French
military authorities asked them to install a hundred-bed hospital for
a military unit, along with their work for repatriated French refugees.
WOH carried on after the war, finally dissolving in 1920, and con-
ttibuting thetr residual funds to the American Fund for French
Wounded and the American Women's Hospitals (AWH).

More women doctors worked together under the aegis of the
American Women's Hospirals formed by the War Service Committee
of the Medical Women'y National Association. This committee, es-
tablished 10 June 1917, adopred. Dr. Esther Lovejov recalled, “a
rnve resolution calling upon the War Department for o square deul
regardless of sex, color, or previous condition of servitude . . . after
which we probably sang “We won't come back, till it's aver, over
thete,” "

Naive, indeed, bur the women doctors backed the resolution by
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skilllul tund-ruging on o navonal scale, pirncularlv among women's
organizations, ™ They combined this fund-raising with enough po-
lincal savyvy thar in July 1918 American Women's Hogpital # | opened
under the direction of Dr. Barbara Hunt in Neufmoutiers in build-
ings ussigned by the French army with the understanding thar the
hospital would serve both military personnel und civilians, “Within
a tew months, as the Germans evacuated territory, our hospital moved
joveusly toward the north, where the need was greater and fucilivies
tor work much berrer,”" wrote Lovejov of a region of food scarcity,
disease, unsanitary copditions, flu and typhoid epidemics, no medical
supplies, and no doctors except for two women with the American
Committee for Devastared France, “During the typhoid epidemic
. our medical staff became emergency health officers. Double shod
with supplementary sabots, they shuffled through barnyard filth from
one hovel to another, Streers and courtyards were cleaned, decaying
debris dug out of holes and corners; and these diseasé breeding spots
libwerally sprinkled with disinfectants, "™

The AWH #1 staff also boasted three denrists. whose work,
Lovejoy claimed, “will be a joy forever in France—ar least as long
as-our fillings last. . . . A woman dentist had never been seen 11 that

section of France. They were rare creatures, far more interesting

than men dentists, their work was just as good, and they seemed o
have o consclence regarding people’s teeth,™ ™

Like other medical women serving civillans, the staff of AWH
#1 were pressed into service o soldiers {n the big pushes. In the
Allied offensive of the summer of 1918, physicians and nurses went
iy Meaux and larer o Chareau-Thierry to treat French wounded, By
war's end AWH #1 had been accepred as a military hospital for the
French Sixth Army. Indeed the American Red Cross had cabled for
dx more units of the same kind, specifving, of course, that the
Medical Women's Natonal Association bear as much of the expense
as possible; the Armistice apparénrly aborted these plans.

Meanwhile AWH #2, another group of Les Dames Ameri-
cwnes, as thiév were known in France, began work at La Ferie-
Milon under D, Ethel Fraser. “This smull hospital had a big
dispensary route. With the help of one nurse, an ambularice and
chuutleuse, Dr. Fraser cared for the sick in forty-cight villages, taking
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medical cases to her own hospital and sending the surgical cises™ 1o
AWH #1.%

By October 1918, seventyseight physicians of the AWH were
working in France with the Red Cross, as well #s twentv-eight tech-
nicians and lav workers. They not only served in the AWH insti-
turions, but also under different auspices (like the Amerncan Fund
for French Wounded) took charge of contagious hospitals, managed
clines and criches, gave psychiatric care, dispensed medicines and
taught the principles of health, served as anesthetists in civilian and
tmilitary hospitals, worked in evacuatjon hospitals, and headed
luborarories.

The Amencan Women's Hospitals continued and expanded
their work in civilian relief long after the wir—against mile oppo-
siion. Evidently, Dr. Rosalie Slaughter Morton observed, male phy-
siclans could tolerate the idea of one unit of women on a temporary
basis. bur balked ar more !

Alter the United States entered the war, the Red Cross, in g
tamiliar pattern, wok over many functioning hospitals—but later
enidired the eve-opening experience of the Army's taking over Red
Cross hospitals. A disconcerted Carrie Hall, by then chief nurse of
the London branch of the Red Cross, who in May 1918 had com-
placently written home, “The American Red Cross has taken over
all the hospitals in England that have been started and run during
the pust four years by American women . . . ," by August was W,
“My job 15 proving a disappointment 1o me. . . . il was supposed
that the strictly Red Cross world would increase a good deal instead
of which the army 15 taking over more and more of the hospitals
which the Red Cross hus established and from a hospital point of
view the Red Cross is being permitred to do less and less work. "

As Hall notes, she was speaking only about hospitals, The Red
Cross still carried a staggenng and diverse medical load for both
civilians and soldiers. Their concern reached everywhere and ex-
pressed itsell in a multitude of services, In London the Red Cross
even ansututed a service whereby American volunteer women, fio-
tified of the arrival of American patients, visited the men in hospinils
and communicated with their families.

Again, with typically acute sensitivity 1o the welfare of “our
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boys™ tand corvesponcingly acure insensitivity to the probahle
French reaction), the ARC “loaned” its nurses and interpreters w
French hospitals with American saldiers s patients, supplying the
nurses with funds to buy special foods, tabacco. reading muaterials,
aid pajumas for their American patients, When they could, rhese
nurses helped the French with other wirk They had 1o be nor only
tuetful but endlessly flexible and adaprable. One unir of these tlirses
found on their arvival that all the American wounded were already
being taken care of at an American evacuation hospital, so they wepe
assigned mstead 1o escort g trainload of 1,500 American patients w
Nante:, an eighteen-hour journey which kept them almost contin-
uously on their feet. When they got back the next day they were
SEnt o a triage hospital, where they worked for four weeks tending
French wounded. Then the American evacuation hospital moved,
leaving its most seriously ill patients in their care. At thar point other
American wounded began to arrive from the field. An onsluught of
Spanish influenza increased their putient load by about a hundred
French soldiers. Only after three months were they recalled o
Paris.

But the medical concerns of the American Red Cross extended
far beyond fighting men. Their Children’s Bureau alone was epic in
its undertakings. It aided 519 childrens’ institutions and societics
and operated 25 hospitals and convalescent homes and 99 dispen-
saries. ™ Its spirit was epitomized in the woman who became its chief
nurse, Elizabeth H. Ashe. Originally turned down by the Red Cross
is tou old for service abroad, Ashe accepted the invitation of Dr.
William Palmer Lucas to organize the first pediatric unit 1o he sent
10 France, a privately supported group. Resisting with difficulry her
wn persistent impulses to roll up her sleeves and begin 1o care for
the nearest impetigu-covered, lice-rididen refugee youngster, Ashe
surveyed the needs for children’s work. When in the ARC rakeover
all children's work in France wis assigned to Dr. Lucas, Ashe was
ready 1o s,

The Children's Bureau—besides their vas responsibilities in
teeding and housing refugee and repatriated children—undertook
their meedical care. The bureau opened ar Evian & hospital and dis-
pensary for children too il to travel. In Lyons the hureay ran a
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convalescent home in a palace, with fifty-six rooms, central heating,
lngurions furmshings, and a beavtufully kept farm. A series of dis-
pensaries in cooperation with the American Fund for French
Wounded: child health demonstranons, teaching centers, model
plavgrounds, and efforts to combat tuberculosis in cooperation with
the Rocketeller Instture; a “baby house™ in cooperation with the
Sogiety of Frivnds—the list is endless, ¥

All thas, of course, was not without problems: “the nurses nearly
2o mad with the difficulries.”” Ashe wrote, “for instance, Dr, Baldwin
ar Nesle m the war zone has been running three dispensaries and a
hespital for two months without gauze, alcohol, or night gowns, . . .
Express sumply never arrives in the war zone, except for the army.”
Hllness and searcity of personne] plagoed the bureau. “"We always
have af least bulf a dozen nurses and aides i1l with contagious diseases,
It 15 most trying when they aré so scarce, [ am in terror now for [ear
an emergency will arise in the next few days before unother steamer
comes, as | haven't one nurse or aide 1o send.”” And when the Germin
offensive threatened Paris in the spring of 1918, Ashe sent her Chal-
dren's Burean nurses and aides off o the front. and herself took a
“vacation” 1o nurse Amernican wounded, Certainly she carned her
invitation from the French government to march with other nurses
i the Fourth of July parade; It was the ficst time women have ever
marched in a parade in Paris. . . . | carried the flag, it was the
proudest moment of my Life, i faet don't think [ ever had that proud
feeling before. But when we fell in line behind the Munnes, our
hand playing Dixie and | held thar banner on high to the cheers of
the crowd’s “Vive 'Amérigue,' 1 really felr that 1 had reached the
supreme moment of my life, """

American Medical Women: Who Did What

Whether within a foreign medical svstem; or for an American or-
ganzanion that dispensed medical ‘aid, or on their own, many more
American medical women sepved in many more capacities than lis-
tory lws recognized., They included doctors, ambulinee drivers,
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clerks and irerpreters, dietitians, occupationsl therapists, physicul
therapists, workers with the blund, and, v the largest numbers,
nirses and nurses’ aides,

VAN Our ancestors and our experience provide uy [reonen
docrors| with tewo things: the capacity to meét smergenctes and
the energy 1o carry them throuith successfully.

—Dr. Rosalie Slaughter Morton?

Hard figures on the numbers of women doctors ure impossible
o corie by—because some free-lanced, because they frequently
moved from one assignment o another or were pressed nto tem-
porary service, because some worked with the French and Belgian
armies and others as contract physicians with the American army,
because agencies kept inadequate records, because the general dis-
organizaton generated inadents in which women doctors treatng
civilians were suddenly coopted by the military into trenting wounded
goldiers, The executive secretary of the American Women'’s Hospitals
only slightly overstated reality when she wrote, . . unlike the
Scotnsh women who have worked as units and made a splendid
history, the American medical woman is working as an individual
and 15 quite swallowed up, though the work that some of them are
doing is nothing short of marvelous.”™

Certamly American women doctors wanted to serve. When Dr.
Rosalie Slaughtér Morton officially represented women physicians
and scientifically trained women in related health fields on the Med-
ical Board of the National Council of Defense, she registered o rotal
af 8,000 women—doctors (whether practicing or not), interns, an-
esthetises, and laboratory “experts,” Of these an astonishing 40 per-
cent of the physicians declared themselves ready w serve, o record
surpassing “‘not only in percentage but in prompiness; the men
doctors. "™

But the United Srates Army inmially sniffed ar the wes of em-
ploving them. Eventually it sutfered their presence in military hol-
pitals as “contract surgeons,’’ a ploy that deprived the women ol
military pay, rank, and benefits, but gave the military the advantage
el their services, These woinen minded most the lack of rank, which
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hampered them in the execution of their duties. Dr. Regina Flood
Keyes, a surgeon whodirected o hospital in Vodena, Greeee, reported
o the American Women's Hospital Bulletn a comment of o Serbian
dogtor: 5o vour country sends you so far away and gives vou no
rank, vet the Briush send all their women doctors out here with
rank."" The Bulletin editorialized; “This 1s a point all medical wemen
aceredited from this country o Europe emphasize. They meet British
and Scottish women, on the same errand that engages them, with
the rank of caprain and major and they, having no rank, must take
their place ar the end of the line and twist their thumbs while their
superiors are served."™"

In the private sector, besides the jobs they created for themselves
in the American Wornen's Hospitals, the women doctors found other
npportunines in institutions like the Commission for the Prevention
of Tuberculosis in France, the Rocketeller Foundation. and the Red
Cross, which deployed fifty women physicians overseas in the first
year the United States was in the war. Others found emplovment
with smaller agencies like the American Committee for Devastated
France, the college units, and refupee hospitals.

Once nverseas, they didn't necessarily stav put. Sonetimes the
military coopted them. The third-year medical student Jean Pattison;
spending her vacation with an Ametican Women's Hospital, worked
fiest for the French army at Meaux and then in an American field
hospital at Chateau-Thierry. Dr. Clara M. Davis, according to the
carrespondent Eunice Tietjens, operuted somewhere just behind
the lines in France. taking care of civilians. “though occasionally the
military pressed her into service,” Or the call cume informally: A
military surgeon asked Dr, Alireda Withington “to go with him 1o
the station to meet hospital trains. Oh, those long, long trains! Mostly
they were made up of box cars of the same variety a5 the ‘side door
Pullmans,” as the dough bova called them, bearing the familiar leg-
end, ‘Quarante Hommes Huir Chevaus” [Forty Men Bight Horses].
-« The poor chaps had been fighting in the wheat fields onlv twenty-
tour hours before, ™

Or one private agency might steal, beg, or borrow a woman
physician from another—as, for instance, with Dr, Withingron, At
flty-seven she was well past the age limit for women, but she man-
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aged to get hersell aceredited 1o the Red Cross. She didn't spell out
just how, bur she did write of asking a friend of equul age how she
had managed 1o get overseas as a canteen worker. “Don’t you sup-
pose," her friend answered, “that I'd lie for my country "'

Withington's expertise with tuberculosis prompred the Red
Cross to appoint her chief physician of the Franco-American Dis-
pensary at Dreux, which cared for both soldiers and civilians—but
only on 4 temporary basis, because the ARC feared thar the French
would not aceept @ woman n so immportant a position, 1 had been
warned that Twould not find the French phvsicians friends, However,
the loeal doctor at Dreux, who had been appointed to cooperate with
me did not bother to exercise supervision. . . . At first he was  trifle
offish, but soon he took to beaming, often bringing his own private
panients o me for a consultation. The military doctors seemisd
friendly from the first, inviting me to their wards to see special
cases.”" When the ARC reassigned her, the French physicians pe-
tinoned for her return. In the end the Red Cross and the Rockefeller
Commission were vving lor her services.,

One just never knew. Dr. Withington tells of meeting **. . . a
womin dreessed in the same uniform as myself—aolder than uny of us
and somewhar bent—1 aecosted her as a fellow physician. 'I'm no
doctor,” she suid. “Then why are vou wenring the uniform?' ‘1 don't
know mysell. They just put me in it U'm a research worker from
Woods Hole. Dr. Alexander Lambert sent for me to come over here
because he thought 1 knew something abour lice.” %

In still other cases, the women physicians themselves simply
used an institutional affiliation to do whar they wanted 10-do anvwiy.
For example—Dr. Rosalle Slaughter Morton, already at forty head-
ing her own clinic in the United States with five assistants. persuaded
the ARC to appoint her o special commissioner to take sixty cises
of medical supplies to the Serbian Army. She then seized the op-
portunity 1o volunteer for a short period (a1 her own expense) at a
“large tent hospital under French direction with Serbian patients, "

Although we can document that both military and private ot-
ganizations frequently utilized the services of American women doc-
tors. overseas, endugh women physiciuns bob up in the records
without any institutional affilimtion that we can wruce 1o suggest tha
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many simply served and deparned unsung, Repeatedly tantalizing
ghmpses appear of American women doctors working all over Europe
and the Middle East. Dr. Ruth A. Parmelee arrived w Harpoot,
Turkey, in June, 1914, where a missjonary-run hospital for Turkish
soldiers was subsidized by the Red Cross. Parmelee rode horseback
to tend Turkish women in their homes, did reliel work for Armernian
refugees, trained Turkish women medical workers, and hinally, when
the United Stares broke off relations with Turkey, escaped alter
cighteen days’ travel by wagon and three by vaimn.”” In Amsterdam
in 1915 Luey Biddle Lewis ran across two American ladies, bne a
doctor who with her assistant had been doing relief work in Belgium,
And what of Dr, Mary L., Brown, described in a press release of the
Commitiee on Public Information as a Howard University graduate
compussioned to go o France? Did she actually manage to get to
France, adding another to the minuscule number of hluck wonien
allowed ro serve there?”® The fant traces of such women doctors as
these remind us that we can now never know precisely how many
American women actually went overseas in the Great War.

YA hey were lithe, strong, and withal, fatr w look
upon_ The appeavaice of owr chauffenses was a valuable assor
for the reason that men are men the world around, and all the
gaspline m France was controlled by poor, easy man. Surily ot
s wise 1o have chauffeuses who fotnd favor in his eves.
—Ir. Esther Loveyov™

Medhcal care depended not only upon women doctors, but also
upart the many auxiliary women workers who stalfed the clearing
stations, the dispensanes, the supply depots, and the hospitals.

And the drivers. As a doctor with the Amencan Women’s Hos-
pitals wrote, “While the doctors are in the dispensanes, diagnosing
and prescribing. our chaufleurs sre under the cars in the wind out-
side, at the sume occupation, and when we see how they make the
old. maimed machinery work, we see they are the better M1 " "o

The lives of these “chaufleuses’ were demunding. “We were a
strictly feminine mstitution,” Mrs. . D. Lamson reported of her
motor unit. “Our daly job was first to dee thin the particalar car
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entrusted to each one of us was kept in runmng order, then 10 ke
it over across the river to the headquartets of the comrititiee | | . [ind
out from the order book what our deliveries were 1o be, look up the
hospirals, etec. on our maps of Paris, ger our bales and bags into the
cirs and suart away as quickly as we could. | . . Saturday afternoon
.. we had tume in the garage 1o do any lintle odd repaies. . . 7
And Mrs. ], Borden Harriman alwiys remembered “the times | saw
the sun rise over the Place de la Concorde as | hastened forth 1o be
present at rfoll call, How: hard the cars. were to ernnk after twelve
hours in the freczing garage! Wartime motors had no self srarters
and more than one girl got a4 broken
wrmn from a kicking Ford "™
Besides the critcally wmportant
work of distriburing hospital supplies.
driving doctors on their rounds, trans-
porting patients, and running innw-
merihle errands for civilian hospitals,
the chauffeuses wok on all sores of
other obs. During a German advance,
with refugees pouring into Paris, Eliz-
ubeth Aver’s motor corps “served food
und supplémented the trucks and wm-
bulances transporting the  refugees
from one stanon o another.”™* Some
of the chauffeuses drove ambulances,
like Katherine Stinson, who with her
gister Marjorie first run o school to train
Canadian and American military pilots,
then went 1o France as an ambuliance
driver, and flew there for the Red

OH LL3] i -
Lieoss. _ Motor corps uniform of

Many faced dunger, like Mrs. Guy  Elizaberth Remsen Thompson.
Napier-Martn: “We had our first air-  “Mother pever was a nurse,
raid work last night, 1 was the nigh- Pwt kneweall about autor

; R mobile engines. . She was
" ik f " .
driver on durv. . . . Some bombs fell bhorn in 1894 ad was kaown

VEry neir T.:.._ s — ,q.u“__..:. o "_.:.._ —..H..r.._-.: 49 H.._.ﬁ—u._”w_._“_um._q ﬁ._\ ™

{evaouation hospital]. . . . | had just —Tune aclingeon Trwin
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