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American Wowen in World War |

Addie Hunton, a widow, weit 1o France in 1918 a4 4 YMOA secretury, one of the handful of

black women wh were permitted togo overseas w sepve al campd and ports where mone
than FS0000 black men were on duey wath the AEF. (Courieay of YMCA of the LS4
Aschives, University of Minnesatn, $1. Paul. M)
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‘The Woman Physician in the
Great War

They were not vnllied 1o the colors, but they decided 1 go anvwiy.
) g : :

-Dr. Esther Fohl L. ovE|oy

In the nineteenth century, 8 woman who chose medicing as o career was sub-
jected 1o blatnt discrimination at best, scoin and derision al worst. In the early
twentieth century, female physicians fared lintle better. Even in the face of
urgent need during the Great War of [914-1918, the LLS. Army Medical
Depurtment refused these women doctors the opportunity 1o serve in an official
capacity alongside their male oo mnterparts. Male doctors and female nurses on
duty with the Americun Expeditionary Forces (AEF) in 1917-1918 were seri-
ously overworked and close 1 exhaustion in the finul months of the war, and
they became easy prey for the influenzy epidemic that swept the world in the
futumn of 1918 Many fell ill. and a number of nurses died. But although the
Army wius desperate for help, female doctors were pernutied only as “contract
surgeons,” or civilians on hire, u designation that made use of their wlents and
training bul withheld military rank, pay, and benefits, Many women physicians
did serve, however, with the Freneh Army and with such social service Organi-
ations s the American Fund for French Wounded. the Amercan Copmmines
for Devustited France, the Smith College Relef Unit, and other independent
Overseds groups

At home, in June 1917, the newly lormed Medical Women's National
Associdion (MWNA), loter the American Medical Women's Association
(AMWA), garhered in New York for its second meeting. with 300 concerned
women present. Among other actions, the convention “wdopted o naive reso-
lution calling upon the War Depurtment for a square deal regardless of sex,
color, or previous condition of servitude,” wrote one of the members, Dr.
Esther Pohl Lovejoy,

Br. Rosahie Slaughter Marton of New York presented an illusirated leciure
ubvut the work of wimen physicians overseas. und MWNA prestdent Dr
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At rican Wonten fy Wiid Wear |

Bertha Vi Hoosen numed D, Morton chairman of the War Service Commit-
tee. whose aim was to register femanle medical workers, raise funds. und
develop plans for service in the war zone. The committées adopred the name
American Women's Hospitals (AWH) in hanor of the exemplary work of the
Scotish Women's Hospitals then serving in-burepe. The convention also
muthonzed Dr. Lovejoy to go to France on an inspection wur as the official
representative of the MWNA, and the group appointed war service commit-
tees in various stites to organize hospital units to serve oversess,

During the first year of activity, more thin 1000 women physicians regis-
tered with AWH; many certified for overseas service with the Amernican Red
Cross. The Red Cross also agreed in Misch 1918 to sponsor AWH dispensaries
andl hospitals in uny country, for civil or mulitary purposes.'

In August 1917, Dr. Lovejoy sailed on the Chicago with Dr. Alice Barlow
Brown, of Winnetka, IL, and othér volunteers, “An atmosphere of hope and
expectution pervaded the ship” she wrole, “None of us knew Just what we
were going to do, but we all entertained an inward and outward conviction that
we had been appointed to live at this day and age for good and sufficient rea-
sons which would be revealed in due time™ When they reached France, Dy,
Brown, with a nurse and interpreter, went (o serve with the American Fund for
French Wounded in the Meurthe-et-Moselle area. Dr. Lovejoy joined the med-
ical staff of the Children's Bureau of the American Red Cross in Paris and was
assigned 1o investigate and report on organizations applying for assistance.

Meanwhile, the AWH coggentrated on fund-raising and registration at
home, while Dr, Lovejoy conffued her survey in Europe. Her report 1o the
Medicnl Women's meeting in June 1918 coincided with the sailing of the
first AWH unit to Europe under the direction of the American Red Cross. Dr.
Lovejoy later wrote about the unit’s experience: “This [AWH] service has
not been i bed of roses. Sometimes it has been a bed of straw in 1 box car, a
rug on the deck of a suiling smack, or a.cot in 4 typhus camp, Our hospitalers
have endured discomforts, survived diseases and manifold dangers, but they
have lived abundantly. , . . They can never be poor though they die in the
almshouse—the place would be enriched by their presence.”

Dr. Lovejoy also felt strongly about the position of the U.S. military. “Thig
relief agency [AWH], which was mangurated while the United States was
mobilizing for war, is the ougrowth of the desire of American medical women
for their share of the wark they were qualified o petform. Our government
provided for the enlistment of [female| nurses, but not for women physiciuns.
This was a mistake. 11 s utterly impossible o leave 4 large number of well-
trained women out of a service in which they belang, for the reason that they
won't sty o™
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Dr. Lovejoy pointed out that the men of the medical profession were culled
1o military service in 1917, and “the ration stood ready to provide trinspor-
tion. buildings, medicul and hospital supplies, rations, rnk, Silwry, insurance
and well-fitting shoes. We were grateful for the apportunity of service and con-

comitant blessings enjoyed by our professional brothers, and from the stand-

point of our disadviniage, we rejoived in their good fortune.” Despite this
disadvantage and the fact that “the women of the medical profession were not
culled to the colors,” they “decided to go unyway.”

At the inception of the AWH in 1917, us Dr. Lovejoy wrote, “there was light,
but no funds. Our workers were all volunteers and paid for the privilege by
financing, according 1o their means, part of the service in which they were
engaged. The cost of wavel. equipment, supplies, and general overhead was
carmed in this way” In the weeks and months that followed, the AWH grew,
and donations of clothing. surgical instraments, ambulances, and other equip-
ment potred in. “Possibilities for service were opening in different directions,
but we were handicapped by lack of funds, In the language of an eager sales-
ma, the AWH was o “selling proposition,” but our leaders were physicians of
the old school and loath 1o go into the business of getting moaey in 4 direct
business way." [ndeed, during the first year from June 1917 10 June 1918, only
524,000 was raised. However, during the following year, a campaign commit-
tee led by D Gertrude A, Walker generated $200,000 in support of the AWH.

At the beginning of that second year, in June 1918, the MWNA board chose
Pr. Mary M. Crawford of New York City as its chiirman, Duiring her term,
medical women were sent 10 serve in different parts of Europe, southwest Asia,
and northeast Africa; the MWNA extended its couperative work with other
arganizutions; and AWH work was established in France and undertaken in the
Balkuns.

AWH No. | opened in the village of Neufmoutiers in the Seine-et-Marne
area of France in July 1918 under the direction of Dr, Barbara Hunt of Bangar,
ME. Dr. Lovejoy wroe:

A building was assigned for this purpose by the French Sixth Armiy, with
the understinding that the hospital should be available for both civil and
military cases. This was the first hospital conducted and finarced entirely
hy tr committee.

Ishould fike w say that it ran like clockwark from the beginning, but this
wonld not be the rath. As n marter of fact, it ran like most of the hoapitals in
the war zone, in a very uncertain fashion. But it stayed jn the field, wdining
steength as time went by, Within a few months, as the Germuns eviciiied
territory, nur hospital moved jovously toward the' north, where the need Wil
grealer and the fcilines for wark much better *
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Dunng the summer of 1918, the medicil women at AWH Nuv, | wiote home
bt the renewed German offensive at Chateas Thierry and about the nightly
ruds an Paris, only twenty miles away. One of the doctars reported:

An-the-midst of-thes-exeitement: vur hospital- bukding was prepured-for e
s guickly ns possible. .. The Allied counter drive, destined o end the war,
was begun Hily 18 For several duys before this, the gray-biue and khaki-
cld soldiers had been disappearing from the districr, and within u wesk our
commanding officer ordered building repairs and preparations discontinued.

The Army had moved bock into the Aisne [aren] and our refugees were
returning to their homes: A new locaton in the devastated regivn was to bi
wsigned For our bospaal, und in the meantinie two physicians, with rumses,
were o proceed ol once 1 Meaux W ussial in the breitrment of wounded
French soldiers arrving by ambulance from the Frimt.

While they waited for 4 new site, AWH No. | opened dispensaries and a
dental service ut Neufmoutiers and made daily visits by ambulance to villages
in the Aisne, holding consultations and bringing hack the sick to the hospital.
In September they moved 1o the village of Luzancy-sur-Mame, fifteen miles
from Chateau Thierry. One of the doctars reparted:

Our hospital was instulled in the Luzancy Chateau, which had been in
almost constant use as a hospital since the begitinting of the war, first by the
Germais, then by the Fronch, and last by ot own Armericans. This was a
dear old plavee, with a frontage on the hink of the Marne,

While the geaeral clean-up was B progress [irving] to make a ravishing
but infected old chatenu look like a clean new hospital, 13 dispensaries were
cstablished i outlying districts to meet the immedisie need [of the resi-
dents] for medical assistance. The passage of troops, and the occupation of
villiges by large numbiers of soldiers in the spring and summer of 1918, had
resulted in n scarcity of food and & very unsanitary state of affairs.

The retuming refugees were in run-down physical condition. The siage
was sgt for epldemics. Diphitheria and scarler fever appeared. These diseases
were soan controlled, but typhoid und mBuenza, spreading over the diswricr,
reachied the proportions of o disagter

Hundreds of French civilians were sick. and the district was praciically with-
out medical atention except for thie warkers of AWH Ni. 1, assisted by two
women doctors serving with the American Committee {or Devastated France.
Dr, Lovejoy deseribed the situation. “During the typhoid epidemic, which
busted three months, our medical staff became emergency health officers. Dou-
ble shod with supplementary sabots [wooden shoes], they shuffled through
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barnyard filth from one hovel to unother. Streets and courtvards were clenned,
decaying debns dug out of holes and comers, and thess disease-breeding spots
liberally sprinkled with disinfectants” Nearly the entire populition of the
infected area was given anti-typhoid inoculations, wd this discase was finally

‘o the decline when the influenza epidemic fared up. Dr, Loyejoy reported:

Calls came from every direction, The cars and ambulances of the AWH
were running diy and night, amd before the end of this epdemic we were
caring for the sick in mare than a hundred villages. These poor peaple were
il prepased for such |an epidemic] visitation, Twice duri ng the war they had
heen driven from therr homes, and for four years had lived from R 1y
mouth in strange places. In the fall of 1918 they had crept hock behind the
advuncing American and French armies and had taken refuge under uny sort
af shelter they could find near their ruined homes, Stricken with influenza in
these cold damp places, many of them developed preamonia and died

Pleas for help poured m 1o the AWH. "Time after time the ambulunces of the
American Women's Hospitals were stopped on the highway by officials of dif-
ferent districts asking for help, and letters making similar requests were
recetved daily. One of the letters was addressed to Monsieur le Directeur de
I"Hopitul Militaire de Luzancy. This officer manifestly did not know that our
work wits conducted by women. but when help is needed in such emergencies,
sex 15 immaterial”

Meanwhile, other brunches of the American Women's Huspituls' service
were developing, as described in letters from the stafi-

Drr. Manwaring came in late lost night, tired but contented, with 65 patiente
i radius of 30 miles w her credit. From the opposite direction, Dr. Fraser
und Miss Drommond appeared. They had been sent, several dirys béfore, jo
wrange for a hospital at La Ferte-Milon, and returned with tiles of shell
hales in their damp, fireless bedrooms, but [they were) happy and enthisips-
tic regarding the outlook. The hospital building is belng repaired, und 1 dis-
pensary seryice o outlying villages is lready being operated from thas
Center.

Our dispensary under Dr. Mary MacLachlan at' Luzancy prows and
grows. On Sunday, the place looked sbsolutely affluent, In addition (o the
usual crowd. which in spite of weakness from sickness, walks imprsible
distances, there were five conveyances lined up with patients fiom ever sq
fur wway. Yes, we witk o Sundays! It bs wisked, but there 1s no chunce to
g0 10 church anyway, and as a choice of sins, under the cireumstances, it
would be more sinful o rest,
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The work of the Luzancy unit proved so sutisfactory. in fact, that the Ameri-
cutt Red Cross sent for six more units of the same kind in October 1918, “This
was @ big order” said Dr. Lovejoy, “but hundreds of well qualified medical
women, registered from the different states, were anxious for service, and it
wis merely o matter of selestion. The first two groups, the Chicago and Culi-
formia units, were organized und ready to sdil when the Armistice was signed™

Luzancy Hospital casily converted its military area 1o civilian relief after the
war ended, and with the return of more refugees. the work increased enor-
mously. Among the many services offered by the U.S. women doctors, possi-
bly the most thrilling to the French pessant refusee was the dental service, “Ii
will be a joy forever in France,” wrote Dr. Lovejoy. “at least as long as our fill-
ings last. The fair fame of American dentists in European capirals antedatid
the World War by several decades, [but] only the rich and powerful had
employed American dentists for yéars, Doctors, midwives and undertakers
were recognized necessities, bul dentists were luxuries, and Amenican dentists
could be afforded only by the opulent.”

AWH No. | had three dentists on the staff: Dr. Kate A, Doherty, Dr. Delan
Kinney, and Dr. Edna Ward. “They were all too popular for their own good,”
said Dr. Lovejoy. "When the day’s work was dane there was always somebody
begging for attention, which was never refused.”

Dr. Kinney tended countless patients who, in many instances, had lived g
lifetime withoul & toothbrush, She worked tirelessly and skillfully among the
rugped residents of the devastated villages of the Marne, ind her “pulling clin-
ies” were followed by other sessions devoted o repairs. Chairs were brought
out for the patients and placed in ni,_,_,;a_n of the big plane tree near the hospi-
tal. During the winter following the war, Dr. Kinney devoted all her time 10 the
sixteen villages of the Picardy region that were under the care of the Smith
College Relief Unit.*

Dr. Ward had given up her practice in Cincinnati to enlist with the AWH
unit in 1918, She did general hospital work at Luzancy for several months
until she noticed the need for dental care among the thousands of war orphans
whose teeth had not been inspected for six years. The Ohio dentist accepted
the challenge, und with her own supply truck, driven by an English girl, she
covered large areas of France and Belgium, bringing relief to hundreds of
neglected children.

Early in 1919, Dy, Ward's most important overseas service began when she
started work with the outlying battle-scarred towns in the Aisne area. She ook
the time to learn French in night school, and by the middie of 1919, she hud
established five dental centers for refugee children in the district, Small hook-
lets on the care of weeth were printed in French and distributed by the American
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women, and Dr. Ward brought in unother dentist, Dr. Nellie Goodman of Cin.
cintuti, to help with the work. Years luter she was still receiving letters from
French youngsters to whom she had distributed toothhrushes 5

American Women's Hospital No. 2 was established ar La Ferte-Milon,

Depurtient of the Aisne, under Dr, Ethel V. Fraser of Denver. €. Dr Lovejoy
reported on that development: ‘

This small hospiral had o hig motor dispendary route, With the bélp of one
Nurse, an ambulance and chauffeuse [woman driver), D Frisor cared for
the sick in 48 villages, wking medical cises to her own hiospital and sending
the surgical cases 1o Luzancy for operation,

Here i a characteristic message [from Dr. Fraser]: “Tell Dy Fairbanks
that I ave o grand Pandora Box for her, with appetudices, gall hladders, her-
nias, twmors and & million. more or leds, lonsils and sdenoids ngeding oper-
atioms, inomy villages.™

Dr. Charlotie Fairbanks of St Johnsbury, V'T, was the chief surgeon, and fog
her, “the entire district, surgically considered, was one frand Pandora Box,
eventually totulling 852 cases. . . - She was operating from moming until night
on all kinds of chronie surgical cases, which had aceumulated during the four
years when it was impossible for o poor civilian 1o huve the care of a surgeon
in that part of Francie'

In February 1919, AWH No. | prepared to move to u location in the “had-
lands™ along the Aisne, where wartime destruction had been greater and the
need for their services had become correspondingly maore demanding. But it
Was not easy to stip away from Luzaney without appropriate French ceremany.
The hospital announced that no patients would be received after the end of
March, and the mayor of the towr replied that a special duy of thanksgiving
wauld be observed on Sunday, March 30, to honor AWH personnel Dr. Love-
Joy recalled the day:

There are great days in the lives of wll human beings und communities,
March 30, 1919, wus o great day for the members of the stiff of Hospital
No. 1, and the entire populution of friends und patients they had Known so
intimately during a period of tribulation. Citizenship in the town of Luzancy
wits officially conferred upon the staff . . and all were accorded Médailles
de 1 Reconnissance Frangaise. Speeches were made, the school chiliren
sang the “Marsellluise,” and American Women's Hospital No. | hod taken
official leave of Luzuncy,!
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Meanwhile, other American women physicians had found different wiiys to
be of service in the Greast War. Typical of these wus Dr. Anne Tjomsland, ohe
of the first women to mtern at Bellevue Hospital in New York City, Bom in
Narway, Dr. Tjomsland received her early education in Chicago and Minneap-
wlis She- graduated: from Comell College Hiter Cornell University| i 1910
and received her medical degree from the Cornell Medical School four years
later. Bellevue accepted her s an intern only “after o long and arduous Rght,
and the taking of an examination,” she wrote later. “In those days (1914) it was
difficult for any candidate w enter Bellevie as Interne, and we competed with
stimee sixty men candidates.™

D, Anne Tiomsland and Dr, Geraldine B, Watson “entered Bellevue tnum-
phantly but a little uneasily” in July 1914, During the first six months, “fingers
were pointed from all sides™ at those first women interns, “They responded 1o
this vulgar pressare by being rigorously circumspect. They smoked no ciga-
rettes in the hospital grounds, received no men callers, und took only emer-
gency phone calls""

Bur they wasted little time on self-pity and filled their days with observing
operatons, tiking responsibility for their own first cases, and experiencing the
thrill of having patients completely trust and depend on them, Eventually, of
course, the women doclors of Bellevue were accepted by their male col-
leagues, and they were soon asked, like the men, 10 stand the stoff a beer every
time they brought in a corpse."

It was natural. then, that Dr. Tjomsland should expect 1o accompany these
same mien colleagues when they set out o support the AEF in France as Base
Hospital No. |. But because the Army Medical Department did not accept
female physicians in 1917, Dr. Tjomsland Had to sign on with the Bellevue unit
45 4 contract surgeon—a civilian employee such as the dietitian, X-ray techm-
clan, and secretaries also lsted on the hospital's roster 2

When members of Base Hospital No. | arived at Vichy, France, in March
1918, they took over the two largest luxury hotels in the anclent spa city. The
Hotel Carlton was designuted  the Surgical Depattment, and the Hotel
I"Amiruuté became the Medical Department. Dr. Tjomsland served at the Carl-
ton, The hospital stafl made up more than 300 beds and set up a ward for the
seriously wounded in the Carlton's omate dining room, with fows of white
tron cots lined up beneath the immense crystal chandeliers. Their first putients
were ambulatory wounded from a nearby French militury hospital; they were
happy fellows and made themselves at home, "

Two days later, the French soldiers were transferred to make room for 4 gon-
voy of LLS. wounded. The flood of casualties from the units that had fought ot
Cantigny, Chatedu Thierry, and Belleayw Wood were brought over the road Lo
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Vichy in fieets of wucks and ambulances. “From then on, they arrived in

waves, rolling up day after day. No sooner had the doctors and nurses read the

tags and lubels on one case, got him cledned up and operated on, than pnother

rolled in. Endless rows of clay-colored bodies under khaki army blankets lay

Sl o SIeteher i the Fills" ,
One early June morming. Dr. Tjomsland wrote:

Drown in the streets they were —our lads—for the firat tinie - itv our history
stratght from the front, loaded wop and inside of huge trucks, velling till
thedr woumds o - 1 was strange 1o hondle men with the smoke of battle
still hanging abour them. We often thought of the comparatively cleta ador
af these men when, later in the year, we received the battle sitench from the
Argemng.

It was all as new and shiny as desth 1o us: strange o hear them say they
had *jumped off” the moming before. stranpe to hear the reverberation of
the barrage, 1 feel the all-pervading insanity of strife wipe out vir best comg-
victions—to live, when all of us had gone mad,"

The medical efforts of the hospital stafi were vital—and appreciated—but
nevertheless, as Dr. Tjomsland noted, “the most effective help was the effon-
less presence of other patients. They were us ready with banter, cigarettes, the
price of a beer or one of the vin sistery [rouge and blanc]. as they were with
blood for transfusions. . . . There wis not mich need of discipline: we were
learning that when mankind is pushed to extremities, its behavior on the whole
it pretty decent."

Late that summer, the Vichy hospital increasingly ok on the character of
N evacuntion hospital, treating only those who would suffer if transferred.
“What," Dr, Tjomsland wondered. “would we have done [at home| al Belle-
vue with 4l or 50 patients coming into one ward as fist as the stretcher bear-
ers could carry them, an equal number having been evacuated a few hours
previously 7"

. The staff’s work was made even mare difficult because the wards, holding
XY 0 seventy men apiece, were not easily monitored open spaces, rather,
they were hotel rooms opening into o central corridor, with four or five men in
cach oom. Dr. Tjomsland described the emotional toll of caring for these
patienty:

bmagine such u ward on o hot summer night, with ene nirse and e wurd-
master in charge. To the severily i1l or wournided, the thought of sleep was
far wway. They did not sleep—merelv doze, Vague dreams of details
unending, of empty canréens and blown-up rtions, of dead buddies: sudden
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sharp Visions of home and mother, of fomillar fices nind things chasing
theough their brams; held between a desire w live and the end of suffering,
they luy in impassive silence, wanling now and then in their deliriuni, we
who cared for them mute witnesses t thewr sufferings and patience,”

Other LS. base hospital units began o arrive at Viehy that summer, and ten
other spa hotels were convered 1o hospitals. “By August 1918, Vichy was one
of the fargest hospital centers in France. The Bellevue mnit now occupied space
in 18 buildings, able to accommeodate five to six thousand wounded and sick ™

In September, Dr. Tjomsland noted. “ahout twenty bundles of rags and blan.
kets had come into the ward fram the Argonne. For mere bundles they seemed.
It was difficult to canceive that by washing, feeding and giving a bed to those
mn-down human machines, they would in a few days develop enough steam o
Aguin sturt running, each accord@lg to his light” She never Torgot “that shad-
owy army—sixty thousand strong—that passed through our hospital center
Vichy, men 1o whom we are still cemented past recall by that strange fraternity
growing out of having fell 4 man’s blood trickle over your hands"™ She
recalled a quiet, springtime observation of Decoration Day, when the staff
remembered those they had lost. “To us who watched the struggle of those
young bodies that set like the sun, glowing to the very end, the long rows of
white crosses seemed 1o repeat the faltering pastseript we received from one of
the mothers: *Tsuppose there is no mistake about it being my boy? "%

Another physician who made her way into service during the Great War was
Dr. Nellie N. Barsness, bor in 1873 to parents who were among the first Nor-
weglan settlers in westemn Minnesota.’! She worked as & tedcher for severul
years, saving her money 1o enter the University of Minnesota Medical School,
where she received her medical degree in 1902, beooming one of the first
female physicians in the state. “1 knew that there was a place for women physi-
clans because there were women and girls who neglected their health,” she
wriote later. “At thal time, some considered being a doctor was @ man's joh If
my fither was a little embarrassed about my choosing a medical career, he
lived to be grateful "=

Dr. Barsness interned at Luther Hospitul in St, Paul, MN, and was admitted
to the hospital staff in electrotherapeutics (the use of eleciric stimulation to
obtain muscle contractions), “This wis something new, so I went o Chicago
10 take @ cotrse in the subject,” she wrote. “X-ray was then used on bones and
gradually became used in treatments” When World War | began, muny doc-
tors and nurses went into service, Dr. Baraness served with the French Army,
first in hospitils and later in clinics. Probably because of the great need to
treal victims of poison gas, which often affected the eyes. Dr. Bursness
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worrked at a hospiral in Cempuis as an ophthalmelogist, even though thar was
not her specialty.

After the Armustice, shee assisted French doctors by conducting clinics in the
cities of Nancy and Reims and surrounding small towns, and she was deco-
rited BY the French minfster of war for her work with casualtios under hazard.
ous canditions, Always eager o learn. she went o Paris before leaving for
home.

“We visited the clinic where the mutilated soldiers were rehabilitated.” she
wrate from Paris. This “clinic™ was probably the workshop of the U8 seulp-
tress Anna Coleman Ladd, who made copper masks for French and LS, sol-
diers who hud suffered disfiguring focial wounds (see Chapter 8). Dr. Barsness
recilled:

A they marched into the dressing room, they looked like other well men
iterested in business. Inside the dressing roony, each man was tuken over
by u doctor, wha took off one piece after anothir [of the copper mask] from
the fuce and hesd, lesving an unbelicvable sight. Even the huirs were
planted in the misk, We marvel with deep graritude af thiz scientific an tha
can give life again to these innocent victims. !

Dr. Mary Merritt Crawford was another female physician who had 1o
forge her own path to service in World War 1. Dr. Crawford attracted atten-
tion in 1908 as the first female ambulance surgeon at Williamsburg Hospital
in Brooklyn, NY. A graduate of Cornell Medica! School, she had been hired
by Williamsburg because she scored higher than the male applicants in a
competitive examination for internships. A crowd nlways gathered o see
her hop aboard the rickety horse-drawn ambulance. she reculled. "l was a
sensution,” she said, “But you see, there wasn't much going on in the world
in those days.”""

Dr. Crawford had risen to the post of chief surgeon at Williamsburg and had
Set up a private practice in Brooklyn when war lpomed overseas in 1914, She
decided o go to France.

1 wrote to three or four places und applied, and wrote 1o Dy, |Joseph] Blake
of the American Ambulunce Hospital [near Paris], but to no aviil, Then one
day my mother saw o newspuper notice that the Countess of Talleyrand,
who wis [the ULS. heiress] Anna Gould, had sent i themsand dollars to the
“New York Sun™ w pay the fare of American doctors 10 come o France
Military doctors were badly nesded,

She had asked Dr Rambeay, who wis head of the Pastenr Instinute an
Mew York, 1o select the doctors. | wang Aght' over [to see him), end he
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pussed e The “Sun™ gnve me o ticker on the old [ship] Rochimbeun, They
give me a ticket toreturn - and twenty dotlars in gold. Ten dollars 1o et
b Frem Havee 10 Pary; and ten dollars o et mie from Park badk io Havre
{Also tokd me ol 10 expect anything moee from them. )

Dr. Crawford sailed for France in September 1914, shorl v after the war
began. She reached Paris ufter o slow trip. valy. 1o be told by Madume Talley-
rand that the French didn't need any doctors. “She didn't have anything for
me," Dr. Crawford recalled. 1 was pretty well flattened, you know, because 1'd
came over there and 1 didn’t have much money. though I had my ticket home.
But I wasn't going 1o go home. | stayied at the Ambulance [Hospital| until |
could see what 1o do. T'wrote létters to a1l the doctors on the staff and waited, 1
almost signed up 1o go down o Barcelony and tike care of the typhoid epi-
demic which wus going on there, because | was NOT going 10 go home.”

But Dr. Crawford was finally int®duced o the famed U.S. surgeon Joseph
Blake by his secretary at the hospital. Dr. Crawford asked if $he could witness
his operations thar day and followed him inm the surgery, However, the anes-
thetist wasn't there. Dr. Bluke looked around, furious. He was o big man and
not used to being kept waiting by interns and young doctors, He tirned 1o D
Crawflord and barked, “Can you give ether?™

Dr. Crawford could and did. “1 gave four anesthetlcs, one right after the
other for him thar morning. T'was just in heaven, That afternoon the medical

hoard was meeting and they had intended to tum me down [but] Bluke said’

thar he hid taken me on as an anesthetist. Then Dr. DuBouchet, who wiis the
other chief, suid he'd ke me on as anesthetist in the aftermoon. o by night-
fall, I'had a full-time job" Later, she asked Dy, Blake 1o put her in churge of
detail work for a ward of twenty to Loty men, “He gave me 4 ward, then two,
and finally I wound up with four wards, doing the dressings, taking the history
of them, and looking after them. | tell you | worked hard.”

Untortunately, she did not do a great deal of surgery, largely due (o Dr.
Bluke's mercunal temperament. One week he told her. 1 wish 1o heaven you
could téach these young fellows to work the way you work and do the things
that you do™ The next week he placed a new male arrival from New York
ahead of her. 1. duddenly, having been perfectly independent, found myself
being ordered around by this young doctor . . . T wouldn't take it When she
confronted Dr. Blike about it, he said, “1'll never put a woman over 4 man,” 1o
which she replied. “What kind of u service have Vou gor then?"

Meanwhile, the French had offered De. Crawford g lob heading up their half
of the haspital. Originally, she had relused, ot wanting to lose the opportunity
tor trwint with D, Blake, but after her conversation with him. she hecepeed the
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French offer, "They put me oo and [ finished up with them,” she recalled. She
was somewhar disappointed in her new position, however, The French doctor
she worked with was “very fussy and thought he must do everything [himself],
Lassisted him and that's all. When he found out T wis leaving. he did ullow
e to'imputate a couple of legs.” .
In treating hier patients, Dr. Crawford remembierod that

We used a lorof things that nobody wses now. Chie mieresting fact aboui
that service: 1saw the beginning of inventions Giving o man a buth—we
had o framework ovier an ordinuey il with extensions for his arms and legs
We could wush bim and pour water on him, but we could keep watier iy
from a part that shouldn't be touched, Di. [Alexis| Carrel who was gver
there at Juilly camie down atid showed us His Carrel solution-—irrigiring the
wound—and 1 saw the beginning of that. All sorts of conttuptions were
mvented. That's orie thing about medicine. A war benefits miédicing more
than it benefits anybody else. I1's terrible, of course. but it does, ™

As the war raged on in Europe, the United States Joined the fray in April
1917 At that time, Dr. Alice Weld Tallant was a professor of ohstetrics af the
Waoman's Medical College of Pennsylvania (now the Medical College of Penn-
sylvania) in Philadelphia. She pramptly. took  leave of absence to become o
director of the Smith College Relief Unit. That summer. she accompanied the
unit to an areu along the Somme where they helped the rural population of vil-
lages devastated hy bartle and the retreating German Army, ™ Di. Tallant, one
of the unit’s two doctors, worked alongside “women skilled in children’s work.
carpentry. and handicrafts; one was a farmer, one was a high-school teacher;
SIX Were truined soclal service workers, and six qualified as chauffeurs ™

The Smith Unit concentrited its efforts in five areas: public heulth, stores
and supplies, farming, transportation. and social service proper, with its three
sublivisions of visiting. sewing, and child welfiire. Members of the unit had
brought with them as much equipment as they could carry: camp beds, blan-
kets, carpenter's twols, food, automobile parts, and clothing for distribution, as
well s six portable houses and stoves 1o heat them. The French Army supplied
other barracks and portable cabins. but no heat, electricity, running water, or
plumbing

As they settled in, Dr. Tallant way questioned by a French military doctor
ubout the needs of the American wumen. She replied thar more than anything
else, they needed toilet facilities. The officer made a sweeping bow und
innounced, “Mademoiselle, it will be my greftest pleasure (o make you a
present of one.” The next diy he sent 2 squad of soldiers to dig a lutripe, ™
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For the first six months, thar umit of ejghteen women cirried out thelr aid
program from cheerless, muddy headguarters in the ruins of un ancient chateay
at Grecourt in the Picardy region seventy-five miles north of Paris. Ope unit
member described the daily grind. “The doctors . .. were the first o begin, A
doctor's bug wits their muin-reliance; since boxes of medicines fuiled 1o e
through. This meager source of supplies was augmented by the kindly cooper-
ation of the military doctors of the region, and later by o generous grunt {rom
the American Red Cross™

To make their rounds of approximutely 500 patients, the doctors had their
trasportation allotment, plus emergency service whenever possible. “Theey
tlso had Tambour, an ancient horse detached from the artillery, a high two-
wheeled can. and a soldier in a brave new uniform, to drive” These were o wift
from a town official at Nesle, “But most frequently, [we| will recall our doc-
tors, of a Sunday morning, or perhaps of & bitter afternoon, knapsack on back,
starting cheerfully away on footgTheer, in fact, was their main stock of medi-
cine. . . Candy, hair ribbons, and more practical bur perhups not more efficu-
cious, toothbrushes, beguiled the voungsters into habits of cleanliness.

The Smith Unit’s dispensary was “officially open six days in the week, and
on Sunday was never quite shut” From August to October 1917, more than
500 treatments had been given: minor surgery and freatment of sores, skin dis.
edses, and ailments arising from malnutrition. “There is o great deal of rhey-
matism,” wrote a reporter for the London Daily Mail. “Pneamonia and similar
troubles are expected. The people are living on the mud floors of stables, unider
leaking roofs, lying on board shelves without straw."

In addition to the dispensary service, the Smith doctors made medical
rounds weekly to euch of the sixteen villages under their care. I three of the
villages, there were permanent dispensary quarters. “All medical service, med-
icines, combs and toothbrushes, snd supplementary feeding such as eggs and
milk, from vur cows, were free, to give the fullest encourngement to healthful
living,” ane of the Smith volunteers wrote home. In spute of the shortage of
pumps and fuel everywhere, the results were striking. “One scarcely recog-
nized the clean—though often ragged—children of 1918, as the same as those
who had watched so listlessly our arrival $is months before ™

At the end of her six-month leave of absence, the unit's director, Dr. Tallant
was recalled to the Woman's Medical College in Philadelphia. But as soon as
the spring term was over, she rushed back to France und caught the Tast train 1o
the devastated regions, When she found the Grecourt chatean had been relaken
by the enemy and its personnel evacuated by the Red Cross, Dy, Tallan joined
Anne Morgan's American Comunittes for Devastated France,
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She also offered her services ar the American Army Hospital, where 120
patients were awaiting attention, but she wiis turned down hecause the 1.8
Army did not accept wamen physicians, Undistmayed by her rejection, D, Tal-
lant went o Lo g French Army Hospitul, where she was welcomid ol helped
care Tor both civiliin refugees and the French military wounded. During the
buttle of Chiteau Thierry, she worked for two frantic months in the French
recelving wird until the onsis passed.

The French Army authorized the Women doctors to wear one stripe ko they
could give orders. On inspection one duy, & French general asked. “The Ammer-
wan ludies hive ane stripe; how long does it ke o get two™ “Usually one
yeat” the commanding officer replied. “Bur,* Queried the general, “wouldn 't
you siy the ludies have had unusually intensive service™ The LS. women
doctors had the second stripe within an hour.

Dr. Tallant rejoinéd Anpe Morgun's American Committee for Drevastatsd
France after the Armistice, in time o cope with the worldwide epidemic of
influenza, or “Spanish Grippe." as it was called in France. OF maore than 300 fly
victims, she und her partner did not lose one patient, which Dr. Tallam arerib-
uted to the use of brandy. added 1o standard preseniptions, to offset the flu's
wenkening effect on the heart.

Dir. Taltant was awarded France's Croix de Guerre for her service in caring
for the wounded under bombardment during the last months of the war, But
Just as precious 1o her was a less elaborate medal from the citizens of o sl
village in Picardy. This special souvenir was engraved as follows: “The inhab-
itants of Vie-sur-Aisne are grateful” Dr. Tallant, who later became an interna-
nonally known gynecologist and obstetrician, returned (o Philadelphia after
the war and worked for another eighteen years on the staff of the Woman's
Medical Callege. She also served for many vears with the Babies Hospital and
St Martha's House in South Phitadelphis,

Hellevue Hospitl physician Anne Tjomsland continued to practice generul
medicine and anesthesiology in New York and New Jersey following the Great
War, At the outset of the Seeond World War, she wrote 1o 4 fijend: “No, I sm
not in the service; hive not even asked, as they would be¢ sure to turm me down:
wamen are not wanted in this present fight, it seems—that is, women doctors,
Bur it leaves all the more for us to do ar hame. Am working sometimes sixteen
hours a diy, and there §s no end 1o the work one might do!™ She continued to
write about medical history and in 1952 produced a rranslavion of the Saga of
Hrufn Sveinbjurmson: The Life of an leelmidic Physician of the Thirteenth
Century, She died in 1958 w the age of eighty-eight, ™

Alter being decorated for het service by the French ministet of war. Dr, Mel-
lie: Bursness came Hisme to the Midwest late in 1919 but returmed to Europe 10
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studly in Berlin and Vienna. She enjoyed o long and thriving practice i Minne-
sota and was honored in 1954 “for meritorious service to the people of her
commurity” for more than titty years.” She died in Minnesota in 1966 o the
bge of ninety-three.

Dr. Mary Crawlord returned home after a vear in Paris during the was, b
she continued her war work, raising money for France and serving as chairmin
of the American Women's Hospitals. She never retirmed to France, but in 1919
she began a pioneering Career in industrial medicine by estahlishing the Medi-
cal Deputtment of the Federal Reserve Bank, one of the first such depuartments
in the country.™

The progrum, which she worked on for thitty years. wiis used us a model o
nUmEToUs companies across the country. Late in life, Dr. Crawford was asked
if she had ot been terribly afraid during her wartime hospital work in France.
She replied simply that she didn'f think she'd been afraid ar any lme in her
life."" A devoted Comell Ungversity alumna, Dr. Crawford died in New York
City in 1972, aged eighty ..:_’_ﬁ_

The American Women's Hospitals program, which served in France in 1918,
continued o work in Europe into the 19205, After the Armistice, however, war
relief efforts were thrown into disartay. Patriotism and wartime fervor declined
rapidly us Americans left Eatopeans to fend for themselves. I (he AWH, com-
mittee members resigned, donors withdrew pledges, and even personal friends
discontinued supporr. Stll, mony founders of the AW realized that sickness
and need did not end when the war ended. Dr, Lovejoy cluimed that the “after-
math—Tlocal wars, revolutions, famine and forced migrations were worse than
the war in some countries.”

Dr. Hunt, direttor of AWH No. 1. dectured that “the war has héen won; now
the peace must be won " Throughow France, Setbiu, and the Newr East, the
AWH mer medical emerpeniies, established public heulth programs, and pro-
vided social welfure services, Typhoid fever, influenza, malaria, and a variety
of other disenses literally plagued Europe, and, in many areas, the AWH pro-
vided the only medical cure in the years immedigtely following the wir. AWH
service comtinues to this day in many parts of the world, but greater emphasis
is now placed on helping the needy in the United Stutes, ™

Despite their Hawless record during und after World War I, women physi-
clans still were not welcomed into the military ar the onset of Wotld War
[l—exeept, ance again, us contract surgeons. In 1939-1940, the American
Medical Women's Association organized a légialutive committee 1o lobby
for the commissioning of womien physicians into the Army Medical Corps:
Through the efforts of this commitiee and the help of many national
women’s organizations, as well a5 the backing of the American Medical
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Association, Congress passed the endbling legislation in April 1943, The
bill, effective for the duration of World War 11 plux sis. months, authorized a
temporary cammission in the medical cotps to qualified women physicians.
Permanent legislation was passed in 1952,
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Two young LS. women physicians who found teic own way to serve (o the Greal W
B Anne (Anna) Tiomsland, nght, and Dr Alice Weld Tollonn, left above, Tre. Tiomsland
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1914, She expecied 1 go overses with her colliugies ay Amerivan Buse Hospital Unit
Mo, |, bur beculbse the Army Medival Deépartment wonld mat secept wimen physi
D, Tomisland digned On s o Bontre surgeon.: Shy served in France from Feliruary
1WIE woal her unit returned b in Apal 1919, De. Tallant ilso Went overiess i o
covilion, the direciop of the Smith College Relier Unir, working to wid the el Fronch
pupdlition in sixtean villages in the Somme aren. She lier worked with the American
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While Dir. Esther Pohl Livejoy mvestigated possibilities for the American Women's Howpi-
G i Fracie, the medical women o home cancentrated on futl-riising und rugdstration, A
miassive drive wi launched in June 1918, with ambulinces and wniformed members, sach
e b pletured here, solic iting opernting funds for AWH cveries. FR00L000 wark rised
for the work. (Courtesy of the Maica] College of Pennsylvaniog
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Red Cross Volunteers

Henry Duniant, founder of the Red Cross, would have been proud, and even the
stern Clira Barton, an early nursing volunteer, would have smiled with sitis-
faction over the magnificent humanitarian service provided by the American
Red Cross before, during, and after World War 1, Known the world over as i
symbol of compassion, and fust, charitable action during crisis, the Red Cross
was established in 1862 when Dunant, a young Swiss businessman who hid
witnessed terrible cumage on the Solfering battefield in norther Italy three
years before, proposed the formation of a neutral organization devoted 1o the
care of the sick and wounded of urmies at war. An international conference of
the Red Cross committee convened in Geneva, Switzerland. in 1863, und the
Geneva (or Red Cross) Convention was held the following year. This agree-
ment and three subsequent humanitarian treaties for the protection of victims
of war have since been signed by 146 governments worldwide.

While Dunant’s Red Cross was taking root in Europe, the United States was
embroiled in its own Civil War, One of the thousands of relief workers
involved was Clars Barton, who helped care for both Union and Confederate
wounded through the United States Sanitiry Commission. Miss Barton luter
went ta Europe to join relief efforts for both soldiers and civilians during the
Franco-Prussian War of 18701871, She retumed home to organize, with a

group of friends, the American Association of the Red Cross in 1881, and n

year later, her organization received official sanction from the U.S. govern-
ment. Its charter called for the Red Cross “to furnish volunteer aid to the sick
and wounded of the Armed Forces in time of war, and 1o act in maftters of vol-
untary reliel and in accord with military authorities as & medium of communi-
cation between the people of the United States and their Armed Forces™

The new American Red Cross immediately plunged into relief activity follow-
ing forest fires, foods, and other catastrophes throughout the country, carrying
out Miss Barton's plan for organized aid to disaster victims. The indomitable
Miss Barton herself wis still in action at the age of seventy-six, when she trav-
eled 1o Cuba 1o provide nursing care, medical supplies; food, and other nscessi-
ties for civilians and the military forces during the Spanish-Américan War of
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