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FEMINIST TRANSNATIONAL ACTIVISM AND
INTERNATIONAL HEALTH: THE MEDICAL
WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION AND
THE AMERICAN WOMEN'S HOSPITALS, 1919-1948

Kinghorly Jersien

It her presidential address o the Medical Women's  Intemationul
Association (MWIA) in Geneva, Switzerlund in June, 1922 Esther Pohl
Lovejoy provided a blueprin for feminist tmnsnational health activism,
Lovejoy believed that the three-year-old MWIA could unite the ten
thowsnnd women doctars of the world for getion "in matters pertaining 1o
internationul health” Lovejoy defined intemational health as the abolition
of “pestilence, which passes from country to country, and all the causes of
pestilence, chiel among which stands war™ ind “the prevention of disense
which s due in lage measure 1o destitution resulting from social and
econpmic njustice and war between nations™ Lovejoy was also the
director of a medical relief arganization Known as the Aimerican Wihen's
Hospitals (AWH), She hoped that medical women could cooperate across
national borders through the MWIA and AWH 1o achieve this progressive
postwir vision that linked feminism and international health with social
justice and pence. The MWLA and AWH could provide the transnational
strugtures and organtzation feomedical women o develop programs
support progressive health eare and medical relief and to challenge national
policies that worked against them. Acting across national horders they
ould aasist new inlernational organizations such as the League of Nations
in forwiating  and implementing sueh programs. Medical  women
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