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CHAPTER TwO

NECESSITY'S HANDMAIDENS

The Army's Women Contract Surgeons of World War 1

herr the young fulia Stimson graduated from Vassar C:_.r_m.c 1l

1ga1, she thought she might like to become u doctar. Testing the

waters; she 1ook graduatg courses in biology and medical draw-
iz e Columbin Universivy aned worked part-tome as a nedical dlustrator and
shide enlorsear Cornell Universiy Medical Center: Stimsons parents did noe
sl her to become a physieran, however, belleving itwas oot a switohle oceu-
pation foe well-bred voung women. They managed to dissuade there daughrer
fromm prarsning her fest cholew but imgog sheentered nurses” rraning ol New
Yok Hospital!

Julia Stimsons siuarion was oon anigue. Young women deawin to o career
asa phivsician tneed a diseouraging envitornment from the uen of the century
thirowgh tasy, thie vear the United States declared war on the European Cen:
tral Powers. Newly instititiad acereditation standards redoced the nambier of
medical schools. amd the cost of hiitivn rose. AU the same Hime the grawing
trend toward profiesicnalization meant thal young men aod warien' had b
greater number of Cateer choites thin bvdr bebore, and the numbers ol bith
oale anid fermalie stodents applving to medical schiols déclined Significantly.!

For yourty waren, the mursing profession represéated ad appealing alter-
nuative to the longér road to 8 medical degree. Numsing ad corae to be ssen a8
any decdeplable prafessian for a voung woman, and the mpmber of profidsion.
alty trabned murses osd from fleen thewsand In 850 to mare than two i
doed thowsand by ez In compirison, there were dnly six thowsand women
doctore b the Undted Staled by oo, wprienting approsiinately & percent of
the physicians In the country, By 1917 these figures for women doctors hinl
begn a sbow and steady decline that would nat reverse itsell uatil Warld
Watr 1] rwenty-Jive years in the fature. While aurmes emerged as respectid
pviliesstirmaly, seomen doctors renbned enignias treated by fnach off society
anel i significant portion ol the aledlval profsion as i they hd stepped out
al thiel avsgied ploce.

Refleiting the stotus of nileses o Adbericdn society, the aly adcepied

i il S i (o il
e ——— il

T ——

A i — e
—_— j=p—

e il

WWamiaten Conteuyt Seegieans’ el Wil 3

nitrses ug official, wnifarmed members of e service in oo with the eitab-
lishment of the Army Nuree Corps. The Navy fullowasd suit in igok, When
the United Statés declared war dn g1z, both military nurse corps grew dra-
matically, and the services quickly sent nurses oversas. One of these wis
wrmy nurse Julin Sthmson. Although nrmy and navy nurses served without
bemefit of commissioned runk and thus had Hede real authoring the military
heulth-gure system could pol functivn withaut them, und thelr official plice
in their respective services waas secure. Al the end of the wan Julls Stimsan
was appointed superintendent of the Army Nurse Corpa, and army nurses
were granted quast-commmissions refirred 10 as “relutive rank” There was no
comparable place for women duoctors, however. Although within the first few
metniths of wir the military was in desperate need of doctors, and hundreds
db wimens physiching were angious to volinteer their services, the army and
navy relused to commisson them,

Needs Will Out

mhicipating the war 0 1916, Congress passed legislavon expanding the
Army Medigal Corps, which was comprised of commissioned physi-
cuans. At that time all military personnel, officer and enlisted, weee male. a facy
taken for granted by the authors of the 1016 act, who wrote, “Such citizens as
upon exumimation prescribed by the President shall be found physically, men-
tally and morally qualified o hold such commissions” could be appointed 1o
temporary commissions 1o the Medical Corps. The gender of the "eitizens”
i guestion was not specified ! The army Surgeon General's Office made the
same asswmption when, after the United States declired war, officials sent reg-
stration forms twevery physician in the country, regardleds of gender, asking
I he or she would be willing to serve. Womien physicians who filled out the
forms and returnid thenm w Wishington, however, received létters déclining
their services. Within months, wainier phiysicinns petitioned the War Depart
ment challenging the army’s sutomatic eejection af theit services. In response,
acting Tudge Advocite Genetal 5. T Anisell stated In dn Augrust 117 ppinion
that the w16 Tegislarion should be interpreted in light of the intent of its uu-
thtes, who in using the termi “citizens” had obviously meant male citizens. As
precedent, he kited a decision of the Massiwchusetts Supreme Court which said
tt although state laws feferred W0 “citizens” when describitg poteatial oo
taries and fustices of the peace, the puthoes had abviously intended these ap-
pointrments o go only to males, thetefore wimen were not eligible fo serve
Col G E Bushnell, ab officer on the stalf of Susgeon General Willlim
_.ﬂ:nw__‘.._.w.. eapressed the H_:.n.__a._.:_u.% i g Inis r.::.n__.._.m:ﬁ_r on fernale m:___v.L.
clans ind army service. Explaining why women physiclans were bnyualitied
for positions as medical examinere af new recruits, he stoed;
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Seich @ position. inmy judgiment is ot befitthsg o woman. There
are obrvious rsmsons sy It is noe desirable thal they shoyld be called
wpon bo exaniine luvge sumbers of mien seripped 1o the sk [1t]s
not expedient thut mgre or less salated pumbers of women should
come into cordact with darge numnbers of mes deawn from all
classes of sociely, many of whom yould not understand the precise
pasitiom of the woman and think of her unly ms o woman. Further-
more there are few women wha ure pliysically qualified to endure
the fatigaes and vicissitudes of a campaign.”

Hecause thie War Department belleved female plysicians were unsuited to mil-
ftary service ang refused to commission themn, women doctors whi sanied
1o contribute to the war effort were nitlally required tn volunteer their ser-
vices as eivilians. Seventy-six idealistic and dadicated female physiciins vul-
unteered 1o serve in the war zone with organiations such as the Red Cross
and the American Women'’s Hospitals The migsion of these medical organiza-
tions was 1o teeat avilion victims of the war w Europe: women and ¢hildren
suffering from wat-related injuries and diseages, refugees. war orphans, and
others” Women doctors who wanted to trest soldiers, however; ad no alter-
rative but toowait onnl the army was moved ot of necessity 1o hire them as
conttacl surgenns.

The Army Surgeon General was authorized 1 appoint as many contract
surgeons as he felt necessary to handle emergency situations, Contract sur-
geons were not milltary members bur owvilians who worked for the Army
Medical Diepurtment and were paid a salary stipulated in thewr contracy, The
official regulation pertaining 1o anmy contract sucgeons reads as follows:

In éntergencies the Surgeon-General of the Arimy, with the approval
af the Secretary af Wiy, iy appoint ds mury conteact surgenns a8
miay be agcesanty, 4l 4 compensalion nol o exceed $150.00 o month
|the sirme pay s st lentenant |

Ciontracts with private physicians are entéred into only by the
Surgeon-Ceneral or by his autharily,

A genieral contract obligates the cantract surgeon (o take sta-
tion and chinge statlons as ardered. He 5 furnishid quartérs ot the
imiblitary post where he & assigned, and is expected 1o give his entire
time to public service, Fle receives pay as stipulated in the contract,
aned the reavel, fuel dnd lght allowandes of o first liewenant,

A contract surgeon must be o graduite of 2 réputable niédical
cillue. lepnlly uitharized to conter thy degree of Doctior of Medi-
cinwe, whis has qualified to practice in the State or Territary in which
he tesides, Appropriote evidencs that be bus o qualifivit should be
réluited befirre thie cintract with Rim s bxeduted.

|

#
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He muat be s citieen of the United States.

A ﬂEﬁnir__E___* nd physical examinition of the applicant is made
which must contorm i all respects 1o that ol cindidites for com-
rission in the Medical Corps

Contract surgeons render persomal reports similur to those mude
by atficers of the Medical Corps,*

Contriet surgeons served at the army’s pleasun and did not recelve the miti
tary ik, pay, dod benefits of commissioned officers; Like wrmy personnel,
however, individuals under contract were required W serve wherever they
were ordered for as long as they were needed. The army could abalish the can
lrsct at any time. Often. contract surgenns were appointed 1o positions “that
didl not fustity the expense involved by the detail of o medical officer” Many of
the &8y male physicians who served under contract during the war served in
part-time or Hmited cappaities.” The army also used contrict surgeons 1o fill
gaps in coverage, hiring them when an army physician could tiot be fuund o
fill an empty biller, Although officially called “surgeons” the Army bsed this
term interchangeably with “physician” or “doctor” Army conteact surgeons
were assigned awide vanery of medical dutles in laboratories and hospital
wardy; very few warked solely as surgeons in operating rooms. In the case of
the fifty-six women physicians recruited for contract service, the army slgned
them on enly when qualified male physicinns could not be found. Offen, the
women who got contracts had special skills the army needed, and no male
physiciuns with those skills were avallablé for sérvice

Many women physiciang felt that cobtract worlowas professionally bengath
them: Dr. Anita Newcamb McGee explained that fir women dodtors to he-
come contract surgeons theant “sacrificing thelr practlces, performing the
same services as thelr brothers, but With n rank, no promotisns, ao standing:
when discharged. no bonuses or pensions, and if injured no disability provi-
stng for themselves oF thitr dependents,” This was an offer, she continued,
that few wamen could afford to accept.

Flity-iix women' docturs, many of whotn held highly speclalized skills,
Opted to hecept appointinents as army contract sirgeots,” They felt that if
the nation neéedid them, wonen prrofessionals showld be willing to serve their
country déspite the inconvenience. Many, such as D Elizabeth Van Cortlandt
Hocker, belleved that in the process of serving they would prove their abilities
by example, and the militiry would recoghize the vitllte of women physicians
and opert its doaes to them in future wars."

This chipter will deal with the professinnal background and agcormplish.
ttkenits of the Wirld Wat | AP Wi cantmct _:ﬁsﬂ_j? temale physicians
with'a myrind of specialtios hired ws civillans under contract by the army. Who
were they iknd what were theie wyrtime assignments and contelbusions? Wihat
spiecial skills did they hold thot nyoved thee army o put thens wnder contrace,
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apd ‘why couldn't the Army lind
male physicmng with these medi-
¢l skills? Dnd the patiom’s need for
physicians during the war increase
medical opportynities for women?
Wt impact did the women's son
trat serviee luve on thewr post
war medicol careers? Fuully, how
did the World War /1 service of
wimen coniract surgeons miiu-
ence the miliary s decision to open
thie doors to women physicians m
Werrld War 11

I the end, iowasat legal chal
lisngges or angry petitions by dis
rurnted wonen that Ted the army
L hire Rfty-six seormen s con
tract surgecns: ivwas singple need
Army officials  discoverdd  thiey
needed  physicians with  certiin
specific skills and could not fnd
enough malk plyvsiciins with thise
skills. By n..,_.q_____ vl Al Surgeco
General  Gorgas was considir
ing anid eviin discussing pablicly,
the pessibility of commissioning

Anitn Meweorb beGiee, the anly woman 1o
b given the ptle ot agring assistant surgeon
during the apavesh; Amencan War, helped
select mpore i 1500 murses whin secved on
contractwith the army, Thus, she s nitg, WOmen physicians in the Medical
meatal [ forming the fire Nuese Cotps Divi- Corps Reserves, which woild have
sitsnt, whitcly Intes ecarin the permanens Army  Meabt giving seélected women phy-
Auipnee Ciepis. B b sersioes, MeCes win shelivns  temporiey - commissions
by phe disration of the win Secr.
ey of War Newton Haker, Hosw-
over, remained ohdurle His ati-
tude toiward wormen, plivsicians was no different thun his anituede tward amy
wiamen, other thap nueses, sorving with the pemy, Althaugh the mavy wd
Mirine Corps enlisted women for home-front duty (o free sailors and ma-

Later avwrpinlend the Spaninl) Wir Medal,

rines for oversens servive, and several urmy communders asked Washington
fior permiission fo dothe spme, Baker did not believe wimien had any place in

an ureny camips Fle felt vhat wosmen would digrrzet men and ultinsately casse
cotpmanders move problemes (lan ey solved !

When Baker vould not ullow him o commibssion smes physiclans,
Chapgds daked the chaldrmun of the Commies on Wemeén Plivsigians of the
Cininédl af Matdnal Dilenas, Dy Emngs Whels Gllmere, 1o recorpmiend

Wiventy (ot .ﬁth:..___ ol Wl Wk | 7
womett physicians for contract seevice. Formed wprovide women docturs
with ' way to participate bn the wir &ffort, the Committee of Womin Phy-
siciuns had until this paint been Hmited w compiling a censis of women
physicians and encouraging them to apply o the Volunteer Medical Ser-
vicks Cotps, an organization comprised of male physieians over fifty-five and
wamen physicians whe were willing 1o volinteer their services ds civillans
un the home front. Initially, few wemen physicians feund the YMSC appenl-
ing, and anly a fruction senl their nantes forward to Gilimare, [ making her
rocommendations 1o the surgean general, however, Gilmuore drew from the
names she had on file, and el of the fifty-five women she recommended e
ceived uppolntments as army contract sirgeons © The army was the anly mili
tury setvice bo put women physicians to work during the war, and neither the
vy nor the marines ever considered such a step

D Kute Bogel Karpeles of Washington, £.C. 0 1914 graduste of Johns
Hopking Medical School, was the first woman doctor to sign a sontract with
the L&, Army. Karpeless contract, like those of all the women after her, was
no different from those signed by male contract surgeons: The women, just
like the men, reveived the pay of an army first Beutenant foe ps Jong as the
arnyy chose to Utilize their services, and they were regquired 1o serve wherever
the arrny asaigned them

Karpeless contract was dated 9 Murch 1918, only one month after she had
registered with the VMSC™ Karpeles was used 10 breaking barriers: Eacly:
in ler career she had experienced great difficulty obtaining an internship in
the Washington, D.C, aren. She applied 1 Childrens Hospital and Colum-
b Hospital (which specialized v obstetnes and gynecalogy), but neither
would consider a woman intern. Then Gacfield Memorial Fospital, respaid-
ing to pressune from the Woman's Medical Society of the District of Cislum-
bia, decided 1o hald cormpetitive examinations for titernships witd Lo apen
the exams fo women, Kate Bogel (not yer murvied) was selected for one of
the internships. lnitially the hospiral’s medical staff had opposed the ides of o
woman intern “on pemciple” but when Bogel arrived stafl members gave het
the ehance to prove herself. which she pocecded 1o do. Based on her purlor
mance at Carfield, Bogel was then offered i internship at SU Elizabethis, 4
governument focility for treating miental diseases. 1n 1916 she mattled u mem-
ber of the Garfield staff. Dr, Simon R Karpeles, and established o privite prag-
toe, By the tme Dy, Kate Karpeles signed Rer contruct in 1018, the couple had
@ aneqyear-dld daughter. Kirpeles was assigned to an army dmergency dis-
pensary in Washington, D.C,, as on assistant supgean. [norgzo afier hes con
fract had heen terminated, she wive bisth 1o o son. She retiined her private
practice in the Washingron, DC. area ind fernained affiliated with Garfield,
Memoral Fospral

Although Karpeles wan the first wortinn physicidd appotnted as in ot
SOntmct surgeon, many of the vontructs immediately fllowing hers went ip
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divétiors whis were tritined In o specific specinliy—anesthesiu. By 118 this rela-
tively new medical specialty was becoming a populur chaice for specialization
atnong wamied physicians. The field was relutively opeit because of anesthesis
rélatively Lot preatige and equally Tow pay, Many surgeoiis. uccusiomed to the
aakistance of fernale nursiss in the operating room, decepted women' physi-
clans ds Ideul anesthetists, who served in the capacity of assistant or facilitator,
ALy surpgery texthoole (or examiple, statéd that the phisicians chaoice of in
anesthetist should be, in order of preference. a womin nurse, & womiat phvsi-
ctan;u male pssislant, and lastly o male physiciay,"

The Commitee on 'Women Physicidns” survey of women doctors inbir-
ested b wartime sepvice indivated thut anesthesia was their decand st
ppuilar specralization, with gynecology being the firs.” Anesthedls femaindd
a popular specialty wmong women doctors through World War 11 Between
g2 and 1948 women comprised 1 o1y petcent of professional anesthesla
arganlzations and only 3 1o 4 percent of the physicinn population .

Thae itlen of using women physician anesthetists 25 contruct surgeons Wis
first suggested by Col, Jeflerson 1 Kean, directar general of the Department
of Medlcal Reliel of the American Red Cross, In Junie iz he wrote Rosu-
lie Slaughter Morton (Emma Wheat Gilmore's predecessor s chaienisn of
the Gommittes on Women Physicians), 1 have asked the Surgeon General to
let mie emplisy wormen as contract surgeons, who ate spechalisis in anvsthisia
in connection with the Buse Hospitals 1 will bring theém n whenever it
seems practicuble”” Although the surgeon general did notimmediately accept
Kearis suggestion, within months, 26 the need for anesthetists became more
definite, sleven wonten physiclin anesthietists were pliced under contract and
sent 1y Burope. Initially the army lad plamed 1o wssign women conlract sur-
geons to army installations on the hirme front, where thie vast majority of male
contrct surgeoms worked, However, when the need fot anesthetists vversens
became critical, the army seat forward all the contract surgeons who bpecial.
fred in anesthiesto they could find, eleven of whom happened to be women,

The first femule comtrctsurgeons to be pasigned overseas were anesthetists
O Anpe Tiomstand wnd i Prances Edith Haines. Key members of onginal
hospital units designated us army base hospitals during the war preparations
af v915 and 1014, both young women had years of trainimg and practice with
ather unit members. As anesthetists, they were speculists who would have
heen very difficult 1o replace when the male members of the unit were given
carvmissions and the unirs were ordered overseas. In ench case the hospital
cammander believed that adjusting 1o # new man’s ways of operation wiogld
humper the ethciency of the umip They were nndoubledly correct; however.
it ook @ strong anit cormmander o push the aroy mto granting oontoues W
these wimen durmg the first menths of wis. Thearnwy’ had fast accepred the
iden of women contrsct surgeons in March, andd nosy they were asked to send
them overseas: it was a hard sell,

-

———— &
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Tiornstand, a 1914 graduate of Coenell ®Medical School, was an unesthetis
on stall at New Yorks Bellewue Flospitl prior to the unit’s mobihization over-
sens. Tjomiland was tsed to working hard for what she wanted: she hod had'
1o fight to do her medical internship as Bellevue, but al the end of her intern-
ship she was invited to become o member of the staff. She tramned with 1ke
tellevie Buse Hogpitul unit for years before the unit was mobilized and was
shocked 1o learn thut she could not receive a commussion like hee male <ol
leagues. Belleyue, which had been reluctant to uccept her as an intern, now
fought to retam her as @ member of their base hospital unin”

When the Bellevue unir, US. Army Base Hospital No. 1 areived st Vichy.
France, in the spring of 1918, Tiomsland was with them is & conthact sur-
geoie ™ Tiomsland was the only female Army contract yurgeon whio was not
recommended 1o the Surgeon Geneéral by Dr. Emine Wheat Gilimore, whi
probuably was unaware of Her existénce whien she sant in hee List of approvéd
cundidiges. ™

Aviry Buse Hospital No. 1 took over two large farmer hatels, the Carlio,
which beciame the surgical department, and the LAmiraute, which functinned
ws the medical departmient. Tiomsland sérved in the surgical department, The
hospital secepted casualtivs in need of immediate treatmént from the most
fumaus bartlis of the war: Cantigny, Chiteau-Thiecry, Belleau Wood, und the
Argonne, Within four months. the hospital grew from two to eighteen hiild-
ings. Ina history of the unit Tiomslaod wrote, she remembered that the pa-
Hents “came inwaves, rolling up day after day. No soaner had [we] read the
Lapd and labels op ane coke, got im cleaned up und eperated an, thun another
ralled In. Endless rows of clay-volored bodies under khaki army blankets lay
stlll ot stretchers Inthe halls” Tiomsland rentalned with the Pellevae unlt
uatll it returned o the United States. after the wir, and she was on staff at
Bellevue Huspital throughout her medical career ™

At the start of the war, Dr. Franges Edith Fltines, 3 sges groduite of the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medical Hospital, wis an anesthetist at Prestyterian Hos-
pital of Chigago und a teacher of anesthisia ot Rush Medical Callege. When
the Preshyterian Hospital formed a base hospitil unit for overseas service in
the event of war, Halties was its sole womun doctor, As the unit was mohillz-
ing, administrators were told thay she could not be granted a military com-
migsion like her male colleagues. The chiel sargeon of the unil, Dr (Lt Colj
Drean DeWitt Lewis, insisted that his hospital needed the services of the anes-
_rn.zﬂ the upit had wrained with. “After months of furile correspondence,”
Lewls sent Hanes lo the Surgean General’s Office in Washington, D.C., 1o
apply in preeson far s appeintment as a contract sargeon, tedegrwmmed the
affice ahead of Haines reiternting his srong persanal recommendation of her,
The army finully placed her under cantract. When 118, Arony Ruse Hospiial
New a3 sabled from New York Harbor on 19 May 1918, Hames was with them,

The heaprital wnlt wis bused at Litnoges, France, and temained there antll
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19 Februnry wwig. While al Limoges, where Halnes sas in charge of all anes
thetles at the szuc:bed base hospital, she developed and performed anew
spethesin procedure that enahled hier to use unly about vae- it ol the ether
wsnally needed, I her memaols, Halnes explalned that she anestletized the pa-
tient “just to the state of lnsensibiliy to padin. This required much more skill
than simply: ‘purtiog thie patient under! but it saved ether and was beter for
the pitiente""

Hitines explalwed hoss importint anesthesia could be (o the outeme of an
operitlin

Onie night b Lirmoges 4t 1o s, T began the anesthetic for the
removil of the entire left lung of a soldier whose large artenes,
sounded in bittle, bled whenever the sterile gauze packing was
even partiully removed. His heart kept actively beating right o the
teld of nperation. Had he taken one sudden deep breath, the sur-
geons inatraments conld haveslipped and pungtared more Baod
wessels, | kept the patient breathing guietly and smouothly through-
ot the operation. The surgeons commended me The patient re-
copered

Haines trained enlisted men in rhe adivdmsiration of ether, twoof whom
“attaned considerable Skill” When the war ended, the army apted to rerain
Hanes's services und ussigned her to Military Hospital Moo 28 at Forr Sheri-
dhiany, Winots; where she was placed in charge of anesthenics at the hospital and
taught anesthesia to army nurses, Hames toght at several army hospitals in
the United Stutes and served sixreen momhs under contract, longer thar any
other female contract physician but one ™

In enrly Seprember 1918, resigned 1o the fact thal women physicians were
needed in Furope, the army sent seven whu specialized in anesthiesia oversens
as contract surgenns. This group. Anesthetic Uit No. v inclided Ded lsabelle
Ciray, Elizaberh Man Cortlandt Hocker Dora Horn, Esther Leonard, Martha
Peebles, Edith Stir Snuth, Jessie Southgate, and two male medical corps doi-
tors, both of whom were fist Heaenunts,®

Unlike Hatnes and Tjomsknid, the mojority of the physician anesthetiss in
Listit Wo. 1 wiere wirmend n thizir forties, it the midpoint of thelr careers Three
of then, Hocker, Smith, and Southgate, were graduates of the Lagra Memortial
Woments Medical Collee of Cincinnat] and possibly knéw dne another be-
Hive eimbarking overseas adatiny contract supgeons,

The idealistie Hocker wis the daughter of i Olneinnat shoe magufaciuret,
A oy wotoan shi had asked Ber pricst for heljvin disecniliing "Godb
lan® for lier He suggestind medicineg snd althaugh the ldda "wis o shoik
ar fivs” Hocker never eiegrotted her decision. She gradiated from the Wam-
ars Medical College of Cinginnan in 8oz and served hér internship a the

= e =
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Prestvterian Hospetal i Cincionati. Initinlly. she planned to devate ber skills
to the indigent. In 9o she became the first phyiiciaral the Uithalic Visita-
B Sty of Cinginnati and served as the physicidn for charitable orghn-
aiong such s the Heelan Fresh adr Fatm and the Cheist Child Nurseiry. Hy
wid Hocker had established het own practice in Cipclnnati and was seelng
some of thie best families In the city™ ¥ However Hocker had ot et Lot all
her idealism, and she felt steongly that by serving under contract, she could
shaw the army: thisk wornen physicians were just as capuble us men, Accon-
ing 1o het memot, she visited the War Departinent in Washington, 1L o
inguice about applying far contract servive and was told by “fll 0w various
papers, sign them and go home and wiit to be called” She signed hee cantract
i My 1918 und afier theee months of intensive training in aneathesin ut LLS,
Avimy General Hospital No. 1 at Willlamsheidge, New Yok, recelved orders
t go overseas with Anesthetic Unit Noo 1 When Hocker and the others ar-
rived in Cheaumont, France, in Seplember 1914, she way assigned to o s
cal teari,” which condisted of 2 major {the sugeon), his assistant (@ captain],
a lieutenant, herself {the anesthetist], a nurse, and an orderly, When fighting
started in the Argonne, Hoaker's surglea! teim was urdered to the front, After
atwelve hour trip, thiy reached “the outside border of the Argonne” and thar
evening started operating and worked until 4 4. After three hours of rest,
they nperated until 2 4. thie next day. The groip kept up that pace through
the net ten days of the batle. Hocker said, "It may have been the heraic spith
of the wounded that spurred s o Never a complaint—alwayys thinking of
the othr lellow™"

Hockers surgical usit wis then sent o an evacuation hospital pear Merz,
whiere it remained until the srotistice was signed in November. After the armi-
sice. Hoeker wis senl to Suvenay, where she supervised two hosprral wards af
fety-twir beds ench teserved for women personnel (nurses and orther worten
_.En___..u cinteiet) of the LS. Army. In her memoir, Flocker emphosized tht
ahe enjoyed her overseas work and “alimost regretted 11" when orders arrved
setiding her back to the United Stutes, Her lack of status as o contract surgeon
"meant nothing.” she sald. Her superior afficers appreciated her wir, ind she
wald ol heitate o “enlisp again; if only as a contract surgeon™

Edith Florence Stir wus born into a posperous family of farmiers in 1870
near Lebanon, Ohio, and trught school for seven vears befure attendin 1 meid]-
<al school. She graduated from the Loura Memorial Women's Medical Col-
lége in 1901 and from the Belecric Medical College of Cincinnati in 106y,
Alter practicing briefiy in West Virginin, where she married a fellow physi-
clam, Florence Stir Smith returned to Ohio and tipened a practice In the tvwn
of Newark, speculiving in “women's diseases” Unfortunately, Smith left no
recurils detniling why she felt compelled to valiteer for contract service dir.
ing Wuth] War 1 when ahe was almost fifty years old, and records do /st indi.
cale anything abwiot the sperifics of her oversean wsalggrmen?
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Thie third Liura Memorial Women's Sedical Callege gravduate to g nver
seds with: Anesthietic Unil No. 1 wis Tessie Southgite of Ciklabioma Cily, 2
forty-three-year-old divarcees who hud graduated in the vume class as Flor-
enice Stir Somith, When she signed her conbiger, Southpte was on staff i Wes-
ley Hospital in Ohklahormia Clby, but us late as 1giv she had been at the Clneln.
natl General Hoapital working as an anesthetist. She left no records explalning
why she lft her riew job in Oklnhomi City to sccept an army contract glong-
sidde ah old friend ond colleague from Cinclnnati =

Anesthetic Unit No. valso included two memmburs fom St Louls, Missouri,
Diys lsabelle Gray unud Exther Leanand. Gray hod been under contract since
April 1k working as i anesthetist ut the army base hospital at Camp Grant
In Hockdrd, Mino, She had prracticed medicine for fourteen years prior 1o
her assignment to Camp Grant. According toa Washingtan Post article about
Gray published o June 18, she drow the salary of a first lieutenant but was
ot allowed” to wear the insignia, and she “took a specin] course in military
medical training” before reperting for sctive duty at Camp Grant™ On Anes
thetle Unit Mo v urrival in Europe, Gray was assigned to Base Hospital No. 15
and latier 1o Mare Hospital Center uritil she retatned home in March 1919,

Esther Edna HIl Leoaard was the youngest of the seven women physicians
who traveled o Earope together in Seprember 1918, She was born in Xenia,

Wlkels, insdgz, and when she signed her contruct with the army om 21 May:

1915, she wis a recent graduate of the St Lonis College of Physicians and Sur
geais, Leanard was also married, another factor that made her unique in the
group. Leonard’s militury papers tell us she was twenty-six years old; five fee
three Inches tall, and 145 povmnds. She lett ber home on a1 May 1018, and ar-
rived at U5, Army General Hospitel No.vin New York, where she worked as
an anesthetisl until leaving for France with Anesthetic Unin No. 1 on Septen-
ber 1, On arriving in France, Leonard reported 1o Base Hospital No. 15 anid.
like Hocken, wis sent to the front with a surgeal tearm during the battle of
Argomne. Operating Team No. 158 was led by o major and included 1 captain,
contract syrgeon Leonard, and two privates; making Leonand the sole woman
o the teamy, She remained ai the front with the surgical team until November,
when she was assigned first to Evacuation Fospital No. 16 and later to Mohile
Hospital No 6. Affer the armistice, Leonard wis serit to Base Huapital Mo s
at Vichy, Frunce, and from there 1o Vichy Hospital Center, On 18 January 1919,
Esther Leonard requested relief from duty with the American Expeditionary
Force because “my mother and father are both viry old and diie to the recent
lngss af my father my presence is needed to help them arteid to their affales
us | thewr main support” Leonard was released from duty and returndd to
the United Statea i late Tancary 1gie although her contract remained dctive
withl March. ™

Liftle is known of the experiences af the lost two inbmbiees of Anesthatic
Unid Mow v, Dore Horm of Choo and Martha Pesbies of New York City: The
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Florn family wis well known b meédical cirdles 0 Ohio, and Dora Hormn had
Reen instrumental in the establishmeat 'of 2 hospital in lher hametawn ot
Bellevue. Her brother was a vetetinaty stingeon in Bellevue. and bath her §ise
ters were nurses who served overiens with the Army Nute Corps doring the
wir, @ rather teimirkable Family hlstury lost to time. Dora Mo retuyrned 1o
Chio I Ture 119, reentered the Jocy! medical extublishment, and was glected
second vice president of the Ohio Homeapathic Medical Society m igar

Priior to thie war, Di, Maythe lane Peehles of Broaklyn, New York, appears
to have specialized in public helth, She served as the attending physician
of the Denmark Home for the Aged in Brooklyn as well as for the Brooklyn
Truining Schoal and Home for Young Girle The only pon-midivesterner in
Anesthetic Group Now i, Peebles was assigned first to Base F ospital No. 15 und
luter to Mesvos Hospital Center

Physiclin anesthetisis were the anly women conrracy SUFEEOns sent owir-
seas by the LS. Army In Warld War L They were carefully selected fior their
experience in unesthesla as well as their willingness to accepl averseas service.
All except Exther Lecnard were single and thus had no family respondibilitles.
Leonard's official "Blography and Service Record” filled put some velrs altier
the wir, lists 2 husbund und two children; but because her requiest 1o return
home in erly oy says only that her elderly parents need her and mentions
no other family members, it s impossible 10 tell whethor Leotords children
were born before or after her overseas service,® What ix certain, however, is
that the wrmy's need for these doctors overrode its hesitan &y to place women,
whether grandmaothetly fitty-year-olds or young newlyweds, in danger, u re-
currimg thee i the history of women's military service. .

o supplemment the number of skilled anesthetists availible to the urnyy
hame, the surgenm general wppoinied as contract surgeotis ot least siy addi:
Himnal women physicians who specialized in anesthesia, These plivaiciang werg
aniigned ho general und base hospitals in the United States and {nstructed
army officets, nurses (during Woeld War | arvy furses were nol considersl
officers), and enlisted men in the administration of anesthotics. i adddltlon v
teaching, they also served as anesthetists thimselves whenever reedsd It the
operating room. Three contract physician anesthetists who servied stateside,
Mary Botsford, Dolores Pinero; and Ollie Prescott Baird, are profiled belaw,
Fur information pn Myra Babicock, Margaret Dassell, and Grace Meting El-
tnendott, see the chart in able 3, hifow

Californin's first professiomal anesthetist, Dr Mury Buotsfard, was one of
thime who accepred o contract with the understanding that it would entail
«._E:., in the United States. Botaford graduated from the University of Calj-
Iormia ar Sap Francisco in 1896 wnd within a vear hagin o devate hervelt solely
tet the practice of anesthesia, She imitially worked at the Children’s Hoapital of
San Francisco, o hospital founded by withsen physicians and where o major-
Iy uf West Caast medical women pradinites interned becuyse o b, Irivapritls
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would nat secept them. Botsfiird wak chariamatic and dynamic, und since all
the interns bad to rotate 1o anesthesia, dhe soun srracted o large Aumbier of
witmen physicions info the field, 1h 9o Botsloed was appointed b the fest
Faculty positian ih anesthesio al the Universitg of Califormid Medical Sehool
Rotstord s army assipmment did nat take her far from home; she taught anes-
thesin ab Létterman Gengral Arpyd Hospital in Sin Prapcisea. Her infludney
an the ficld was substantial; by 1aro Califurnie had eleven docteir anesthe
tiste—three men, Botsfofd, and seven of Botefind's trjneed
A native of Puttto Rleo, Dy Dolores Plaers recelved her medical digree
trom the Collége of Physicians and Surgeons in Boston gz She had been
practiving medicine i the town of Rio Piedras, Poerto Rice, for anly & few
yirres when the war Bogan, In her mensoit, Pineeis sald (hal when she _M:..__ ap-
plied o becone a comtruct surgeon gt army headquarters in Puerto Rico, she
wits ol aecepted becanse the local commander, 1 colungl, did not think he
conld woceph s waman upplicant. Pinero then weote to the surgeon genedal in
Washington, DL and “within days received a (elegran ordering me w re
part to Camp Lie Casas a1 Santurce, Puerto Rica” Chie reason for the surgeon
geteral’s raplid response may have been that Pinero mentioned her experlence
in anesthesia, When Pinero signed her contract with the aemy o Outober g1,
shit became the first Paerto Rican sormin to serve in the army wider contriet.
Shie was asstned 1o the base hospitil at S Juan, werking in the mormings as
arsanesthietist and afteencgns in the laboratory with six ather doctors., Piners
vouts alvo i churge of the nurses at the hospital. Stx weeks after she began, she
recelyed orders (o accompany four ....EE doetors to Ponce to apen a hosptal
aof four hundred beds to care for influenza patients. Afrer the influenza epl-
demic ended, Pinero and her colleagues retirrned to the base hospital at San
Tuan, where she wag honorably discharged in January 1919,
B e Prescott Baird, a graduate of Boston Univarsity Medical Schogl,
s forty-fve-vear old widow when she signed her army eontract, For un-
lenowm reasans, the army sent Baird 1o an anesthesia course at the Muyo
Chinie in Rochester, Mew York before ussigning ber to Fort MeClellan near
Anniston. Alabamy, to instruct nurses und enlisted men in how 1o dispense
anesthesta, According to her memoir, Baird taught more than two hundeed
purses and enlisted men durmg ber dme ar Anmston Inaddiion, she was
m churge vt anesthesia for two operating rooms, pving anesthesia 10 five 10
suven patients each day In congressional restimony ulmost twenty-five vears
later, Buird stared that she gor along well with ber patients. “The Catholic boys
colled me “Saster” she said, “and the Protestant boys called me ‘Morther!™ Ap-
paranthy the army was dissatisted with Dr. Baird's performance. 4 note on her
card in Ervma Whear Gilimare's files on women plvsicians indicates thar while
ondury, Bared wore o undfoem, which her supeniors belleved was mappropr-
e Buirds memory an the subyect was quite ditferent. SHe stated that shi hagl
designed her prwn wind form and that other dogtors and enlisted personnél an
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post kepl asking her why her uniform had no insignia- She repeutedly ex-
plalned b her calleugues thut she had been told she was nop allowed 1o weir
bnwignie, She remembered teeling bad abeut her lack of status und adided. “The
commanding offiver of the hospital gave me permission 1o wears cord on my
hast dhemoting ‘Lleutenant’ and that helped some” The wrmy ended Baird's con
trict after only five months.

Paychiitry, much like anesthesiology, was a fairly new specialization prine
to World War I, and in general it was somevhat less prestigious thin surgery
or even geveral practice. Although it was not a primarily ferminine field of
specialization, it was 4 popular thoice among women physiciang, miany af
whom were ﬂ%rq& in state-run institutions including hospitald. orphan
mmn.f.u:n_ reform schools. According to the Committee on Watnen Physi-
clans’ 1917 survey, psychistry was the fourth most popular field of spectly
for women physicians, after gynecology. anesthiesia, and pediatrics .

Mo one could have predicted the scope of the military’s need for psychiz-
trists af the start of this particular war, when “shell shock” became 1 G-
monly understood phrase. By the end of the wir, (he ey had treated muone
than sixty thousand men for a variety of psychiatric and neurslogical com-
plaints, including five thousand shell shock victima " Inevitably, urmty offi-
cluls placed women psvehiatrists under contract when local Commands fisund
themsélves unable w attract aclepuinte rumbers of quallfied male pavchiatrists.
..“_". _MM_ seven of the fifty-six female contract physicians specialized in piy-
chuatry. .

One at them wis Dr. Marie Winchiell Wilker of Chicago, Winis, who had
been o practicing psychiatrist for more thin twenty vears when she mE:nn_.
her contract. Walker was dssigned t o dispenisary in Washington, 1.C,, and
altbiough the specifies of het assignment are aot known, some insight Inta
hier philosophy may be gained by examining the tithes of & serles ol public lec-
tures shee delivered five veurs hiter: “Emotions and Health,” “Gelting What You
Want” and "Character Apalysis™”

D Rasie Bowers, also of Chicago, was assigned 1o the army base hospital
at Camp Girantin Hinois. The thisty-one-yeur-old Bowers, who was married
t fellow paychiatrist Panl Bowers, had graduated from the Woman's Medi-
cil Collége in 1900 und had boen practicing ubout ten years when she signed
her contract, Unfortudately, Bowers arrived ot (Zamp Grant at about the same
tine as the influenza epidemic, and she may have foand hersell swept up i
the general medionl emergency and unable to practice her specialty. She re-
signed her contract afier only two mwniths on the job. After the war, Bowers
and her phyehlatrist husband Moved o Callfornia, where she remained in
praittice for shore thin thirty yeirs

D Julin HIls contract with the army lsted more than o yuear, far fanger
than thase of many of her collaagues. When the war started, Hill was the
owner of Hill's Rerreat Hokpital in Pes Molnes, lowa, In clecting ta practice
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payehintey; she was following i the {ootsteps of her father D Gorshon Hill,
wha had been stare supenintendent of the state hospiral i Independence for
many years Linfortanately, the recards do not give any specifics of her army
assignment. She returned 1o lowa and Hill's Rerrear Hospital after the war ond
i1 1925 wis named secretary of the state Occupational Therapists Associa
thon, Sometime after thar, perhaps as u result of the Depression, Hill closed
her hospital and moved to Pitisburgh, Pennsylvanin. where she ook a job as
assistunt director at the Child Guidance Center, In 1w she spokedt 4 confer-
ence on child welfare abour “the duties of Child Welfure Organizations and
others interested in children in taking care of theve anfortinates who have
no parents 1o guide them” and emphasized the importance of inding proper
fostir parants.”

[ie Anne Burnett graduated from the Chitcigo Medica Schaol in i8g2. In-
terned at the Chicago Hospital for Women and Children, ard then decided o
specialize in “netvous and ientil diséases” She served 1 npmber of vears us
the assistunt physician at the Kankakee Hodpital for the Insopne and thei ie-
cepred a position at the Hospital for the Insane at Claripda, lindls $he then
served asa medical missivfary in China and on her rétuen lectured publich
ubowr the work physicians were doing there. By 1916 she was o physician in
privite practice in Lincoln, Nebraska Borpett signed her contnict with the
army b August 198 and remained ander contract until February 1gia, Al-
though records show that she worked ot Pluttshiirg Barracks in New Yok, ni
specilics about bt job ate avoilible. Aler the war, ____.E..._:...EEE._W. posithon as
superintendent of the Industrial School for Girls at Geneva, Wisconsin

Drr. Julia Donobue's army expericnce turmed her career from general medi-
clne to psychidrey. An i8gx graduate of Northwestern Medical College, Dono-
huse Teft thee United States months after receiving her degree and spent seven
vears s o medical missjonary in Hing Hau City, Foo Chow, China, under the
auspices of the Medical Missionary Boord, During her first vear in China,
a-massacre of Christisns pear the hospital where she worked forced lier 10
mowe femporarily to sufety in Foo Chow City, She retuened to Hing Huu
Ciry after three months when the American conmul told her it was safie to do
son Dionohue was finally forced 1o leave China wheit an outbreak of bubonic
plugue closedd the hospital where she worked, On her return home, she re-
mained with the Medical Missionary Board as a lecturer, traveling across the
country deseribing her experiences in China, She established o general nieds.
il pructice in Burlington, fowa, in woy and remilned there unti] she heard
thie army was hiring women phyviicns. Although no information i availahle
on Danghues specitic assignnient with the army, her experiences awakened
b B ditecest i psychilatry, When her comtriet ended she accepted the
position of ssshstant phyalcian at the State Hospital in Trenton, New feriey,
and Liter inoved 1o the Stite School bye Bpilepsy ot Skillman, New Jersey. She
thien accepteld dn appointinunt at St Ellzabethls Hospital in Washington, DO,
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betire finally rélocating to Massillon State Fospital In Ohio where she gl
pavchiatry to nirses for twenty vears. "

Responding to need, the army continued o appolnt women comiract sur-
gions to relleve critical shortuges that developed tver the cnurse of the wur,
using gualified wodien to fill pasitions for which qualified men were in short
sigrply, At least one womn contract sudgeon, De Minnie Burdon of Ana-
cortes, Washington. an abstetricinm, was assigned work rehabilitating soldiers
from' the front al Fort Douglass, Utah™ Women doctors provided medical
care th saldiers’ dependents and worked in lubaratories testing vaccines for
contagious diseases, where they proved invaluable to the grmy during the in-
fluenza epidemic of 1918-19, Kiivwn to contermpararies as “Spanish influenza™
the epidemic killed 675,000 Americans and more than 20 million penple
around the workd, People living in crosded aneas with highly transient popu-
laiems, such s ports of embarkation and army curnps, were especiilly viil-
nerable. The diseuse progressed quickly, with many of the afflicted dying from
prlmonaey edema (fuld in the lmgs) within two to three days of theie initial
symiptoms. Others died hecause the influenzs twrned tnro bacterial et
nla, for which no antibiotics then existed,”

Three women conlract surgeons assigned 1o the Attending Surgeans Office
i Washington, [0.C., experienced the fly epidemic firsthand. The Attending
Surgewn’s Office staff treated spldiers and sailors on their way cversens and
those returning from sea duty in addition 1o military dependents, including
the familivs of veterans of previous wars, D Lotetta Maher of Clieag, 11
nais, was the first woman assigned 1o the office. A graduate of the Univer-
sity of lllinats Medical Schoul, she had intermed a1 Cook County Haspital in
1915, a position the Clicage Tribume proclaimed wis o “highly competitive
appointment.” Maher signed her army contract in August 1918 and remained
Al the Attending Surgean’s Office for several years. No other woman conbract
"cﬁh.m_.ﬁn served longer than Maher, including the anesthetist Francey Edith
ljres ™

In Seprember, D, Esther Cumbierlind Krate joined Maher ot the Atte niing
Surgeons Otfice. Dr Kratz, a 1 Standord University Medigil School prady-
at, was working 10 a hospital in Syractise, New York, when the navy fent
her husbund to Washington, D.C. Kratz learned from het brother, o ductir
on the War Trade Board in Washington, that the A rmy Attending Surgeon's
Office was in need of doctors. She applied for an army contract, was “sworn
i immediately” and was assigned bs on assistant to the majoe in chirge, Ac-
conding w Kearz, her superines soon learmed that she could et along well
with “difficult patients, Including the elderly, hysterical expectant niothers,
__._.E_HL chiildren, sick babies. and soldiers whose purvis sere shaken vy war
strain”

Within w month. a thind female contract surgean, thirty-vear-old T Lucy
Honorn Baker of Rochesten New York, i ansignied to the Attending Sus-
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geons Otfice. Baker had gradumed from the Univirsity of Mich I g
and returned 1w upstore Mew York 1o prictice. Prior to .._tﬁ.:m Heét ALY Ll
tracl, Baker had provided prenatal care at o clinic fof immigrant mothers and
chilelren, and her skills were useful in the care of military diependents "
Reate rempemborod that whien the o epidamic R fourtern oF the il ¢
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sucteen doctors were mfected, but all eventually ceturried 1o duty. She hegsalf
was bospitalized and emerged to take over another doctars outpatient duties,
visiting the sick in o government vehicle driven by a medical arderly. in wit
army aniform. After the armistice, work fell off, und shie believed that she wis
no longer needed. so she rejoined her husband, whio Had in'the interim been
tranaferved to Akeon, Obo."" Baker remained at the Attending Surmes L
fice wntil her contrace ended in April 10191 and Mahér, who had been the first
toarrive, remained o the dispensacy far another fwo yeary, "

Women contract surgeons were also- assigned to 2 second 4 rrmy-ri med
cal dispensary in Washington, D.C., the War Emergency Dispensiry, which
treated female government émployees. In May 18, the vouny Dr, Anpa Bl
man of New York City joiried Washington. D.C,, native Dr. Kate Kurpeles (the
fiest woman physician to vecdive o contract) at the dispensary. Klesgnian was
born by Kiev in 1893 and emigrated to the United States 45 2 <hild. Somithimw,
hier fanmtlly rrinaged to send het to Cornell Uyiv eraity, widl sl gracuated from
the medical sehiol thers In 16, She interned ut Bellevie Hispital in New
York City and remained Wtfillated with that Hospital for the rest of her medi
cul carver. When éhe signed har army cantract in May 1918 she was & new MDD
with i specialization In obsteirics and gynecology, Kleegman: served anider
contrait only through August 18, A note in Emma Wheit € sillmores card
file states that other stuff members at the dispensary would not cpoperate with
Kleegmin because she was & *Russlun Jewess! and she resigned from ser-
vice" Tnterestingly, the hushand of Kleegman's colleague Kate Bogel Karpéles
wins froim a well-vespected Juwish family thit had settled in Witshington in the
nineteenth contury™ Thus it miy ool have been dlmple anti-bemitism tha
drave Kleegmun from the dispensary but a preview of the ar i-nmmigration
seritiment that swept through the United States after World War 1,

At ledst ane other wormn contract physician worked in the War Emer.
Bency Dispensary at the sume time as Karpeles und Kleegman, Dr, Jean €.
Mendenhall, Mendenhall wis o married woman with more thun ren vears of
practice bebind her A w7 grachiate of Duke Universuy School of Medicing,
shé practiced in Hanover, New Hampshire, betore the war, while her husband
taught at Dartmouth Medical Sehool, When the war began, Mendenhalls
hushand was culled 1o Washington, [LC., to conduct resenrch in TNT paiscin
tng Mendenhall followed her husband to Washingron and applied for o pui
Hon as i cantract durgeon at the Surgeon Generals Office. She wis assigned
to the War Emergency | Kspensary, where the othier two wimen were already
working, Althongh in her memoir Mendenhall suys that the three male phy-
sicians normally assigned to the dispensary had begn sent overseas, she doey
Bot mention her fwo femile colleagues. She savs oaly that with the hsiat e
of eight nurses, she esamined, inoculated, diagniosed. and trearéd hundrsdy
of wamen Women whe needed exten care, she stated, were keptovernight In
& imull wurd witathed 1o the tHlspensary. The most comman complalnts Meh
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tenhall treated Were Hetstrobes, wearlel faver, and appuendicitis. She resigned
biefore the infliénza epidemis hi aphington because of “delicare health”; ber
s wis Born d few months lafer®

L. Agnes Scholl Ruddock’s conteitwition to army medicing during the in
flisenza epidismic was centered [ the liboratory. When Ruddock’s new hus-
band, alio § pliysiciun, received i army commission and was assgned over-
seak Huddock attended a specit] course for army officers at the Rocketel| e
Lnstitule in New York City and was the only woman dotor in the class of filty.
The course reviewed all thee diseases comman in militar y life—typhoid, prea-
monia, meningitis, and tropical diseases—and serology. When the cousse
ended, Ruddock was assigned to the laboratory at Camp Merritt, New lersey,
which can tests for army camps comnected fothe Port of New York: She warked
fur several weeks as o technictan untll ber contracr came through in Augist
19l In her wemoin, Ruddock remernibered thar laboratory stafl testiad the
conks und food handlers ot all of the camps in the ares in an attempt (o trace
oathreaks of typhoid and hookworm, Nex, they tested aaentire Lisaman
situthern regiment. The laboratory also tested all fevers dignisied wa “Ciluse
unknown” for malarin, Sometimes this order was misinterpreted and dog-
tors sent wlidey from all their fever cases, regardless of whether the cause was
koo or not. “Churmg the mfluenza epidemic? said Ruddock, “conditions
witre yery serfous and the lab was husy fitr into the night with bacteriology,
seralogy, vacolne preparation and auropstes”

~ In October 1918 Rudduck received orders to ripart i the Port of Embag.
kation Labaratory in New York, the largest of its kind in the world, The at-
tached hospital had space for four thousand patients and served b5 the receivs
ing hospital for soldiers returning from oversens. The soldiers remuined af the
port fram forty-elght fo seventy-two hours before being transferred to othier
camps. An army colonel was in charge of the Taboratary, and stafl members
mcluded army afficers, crvition rechnicians (riany of them women), and en.
listed men. Ruddodk was in charge of a sinall “technleal” libaratory attached
to the luboratory, which rested up tw two thousand individualy per day for
diphtherw The laborarory also coniductid research on typhoid and intestinal
puTnyites,;

L x hanuary @eg, Ruddock responded ta an emergency call when the hos-
pital ship LSS Northerse Pacific, with two thousand wounded soldiors shoasd,
run agrousd off Fire Island. Amang thoue aboard was b army phiysacian hivis-
band, After a lifeboat tranaferring ten patisits fom ship 1o shore capsizal.
Ruddock administered first aid 1o the woumded whis were “avercome and in
bad condirion” Ruddock later recelved a letter of commendation From the
secretary of witr lor her actlnrs .

Like Ruddocks] De. Gertroide Pidbir MeCainy wartiine sorvive was bised
in the laboratory, MeCann wits the daugliter of €, Irving Fishir, who was
for mone than forty years o faculty membe of Calumbli Uridversity Med|cal
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Schiool wnd superinténdent of Presbytenian Hospital in New York City. Ger-
trude Fisher married William S. McCann, whom she had met b 1g16 while
atteriding Corgiell Mediedl School, McCann accompanied her histind, an
army officer. across the country and 1o Pangmia befire he was went 1o Furope
In the spring of 1918 She then applied w0 the army and was hired a5 o con

tract surgeon. Her professional eredentiuls were impeccable; she had finished
work s o fellow in pathology and bacteriology at the Rockefeller Institue
ind had worked g 2 pathologist for the New Yark City Board of Healthe Dy,
lohn B, Murphy of the Rockefeller Institute, then on active duty at the sur-
gean geaeral’s office in Wishington, recommended McCann fora position as
d etmtract surgeon i the office labaratory division; @ job MeCann referred
fir bt her memolr s “purely adminisrrative” She evaluated the credentiols of
individuals applying for fubs in army laboratories, camps, and hospitals; coor

dinared the acquisition of laboratory equipment for army hospitals; and read
the papers submitted for publication by medical afficers. MeCanns “puarely
udmitisteative” job became extremely important as the army began fighting
the influenza epidemic in mid-19:8 She had 1o hire skilled lahorirory tech:
nictans 1o supplement avertayed labaratory statfs across the country as well
a appronve the extra equipment these laboratories needed to bandle thelr in-
creased tatk load ™

Pathologist Ruth Tunnichiff,  researcher with the MeCormick Tnstifiite
fur Infectious [Viseases, accepted an army contract in August g the sime
month Ruddock did, Tunmelifil was o 1903 gradumte ol Rush Medical Col-
lege in Chicago and had recently made significant progress developing a vae-
elne for mepsles.™ Although it 1s not certain just whil her aimy assignment
was, officials were very interested in halling the spread of ineasles arning the
troops, and in s doctors of Camp Pike, Arkansas, inoculated two thou-
sand soldiers wgainst meastes using the sertm Turnicliff had developed. The
Plan was t observe the group and see hiow many cases of measles developed
amaong them as compared 1o a control group that had not teceived the n-
ocrilation. Unformunately, more thin balf of those inoewlated were suddenly
transtierred 1o Newpon News, Virginia, leaving doctors unable to oliierve the
results of their experiment. Tunniclff may have been ivalved in this er a
stmilar attermnpr that alse did not wirk out. She was relieved from duty adter
only foar monthy.”

Dir Yk W, Browin of Gilmiore Cley, Lowa, had o logger army contract than
most because she had u specialty for which the army had A grest need; The
careful taking and studvimg of X-ray Images wis o defailed yob ervanyy physiciuns
beligved women were especially suited for, The field, like anesthesiology and
Paychantey, was fairly sy, dnd “rognterologlse an X-riy speciilista were then
called. were nor particulirty well paid, Brown was sssigried to Fars Oglethipe,
aeorgin, for duty at US. War Prison Barracks No. 2, Aftet (e wir, Brown wis
hited by Kingsport, Termessee, officials to serve as the supgrintendent ol the
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‘ city hospital. Within two months,

.m E hewever, two male phiysteiong pur-
-FOR ehased the Kingsport Communny
Hospital, and Brown moved 1o
New Orleans 10 work as o roenier
ologist at Chariy Hogpieal »
The anly woman contract sur
v wssgned tooa “purely admin.
wstrutive” toak by the army was D
Loy MeAfee, who worked at the
surgeon generals office in Wash-
imgton. Although MeAfeds job
kept her behind @ desk. under
normal circumstances it almos
assuredly. would have gone to a
male. phypsician, MiAfes was g
laog graduate of the Medical o).
lege of Tndiana at Indiafapolis
ard worked o8 o medical sditor
b New Yook Clty until 1918, when
she signed her contract. Her job
iwolved preparing the muterinl to
b usid ih the LLS: Argry Medical
Depirtmerits history of the swar,
Her contract was Lerminated an
30 Jure 1921, so she could sccept
i chvil service position av yssistant
editor in chief of the Medical Depurtinent History™ Alihough today the job of
historian is héld alniost equally by men ind Women, in the firs quarter of the
twentieth conmary the historical profession wis alimst averwhelmingly male
like the medical profession: In MeAfee's case, the shartage of yvablabde mule
physicians with hier spicialized skills |ed to o pogition 1 which she otherwise
conld niever hive dspired,

Rarh Tuoniehitl groduabed from Rosh $Medidul
Ciollage m vy, A apecialis in infectitandls
v Trncidf worked unidier conteace b thi
Ay At Camp Pike, Ackansas duking World
War L Canrtesy Rash Uuversy Modice! Gen
terAtehies

Clareers After the War

raditionally, military service boosted the carsers of male phyilcians, help-
ing them achieye positiuns of greater anthority and responsibilily, The
military gave them superyisory experience snd taught thear to delegate au-
thority. and it also gave thein experience working within a linge Btamycrocy
and handling lirge atnents of paperwork, When these physiclans retumed to
it loval cotimunitiesaltér the war, they ywere regpoutid b hirvlog seried
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ther comtry, and the commussions the miloary had awirded them wire his
forgotten oo their elurn 1o the eivilian world, Did wortien who sérved as
armvy contract suggeons see any comparable carset gains?

The success and longevity of the postwar careers of women contract sur:
geons depended more on their age ar the time of service, thelr marital stitus,
and whether ar not they had children than on their medical ipecialty. Mar-
ried anesthetists were no more or less likely o give up their caretrs than Wire
pavchiateises or general practitioners: The personil carsge-ritslated choldes fot-
et contract physicians moade depended on o wide varisly al nopguantif-
able fuctors, including lifestyle choices and sheer chance, and thus form o
identifiable pattern. Marriage histories are known fof anly twenty-four of the
fifty-one female urmy cantrict surgeons: ffteen were married st some point
in their lives, four of those marriages ended in diverce, and nine women re-
maingd single. OF the fifteen women whe murried, nine had one or more
dhildren

The first fetmale contract surgeon, Dr. Kute Karpeles, continued to practice
edicine In'the Washington, 1.C., area as her children grew up. On the sur-
tace, it does not uppear’ that Karpeles’s sulitary service had much afan m
unt her later Lareer. Forced 1o prove hee abilities despite her gender early in
her career. Karpeles spent much of hey later cireer mentoring young women
and demonstrating by exumple that it was possible to have bioth o career and
a family, Karpeles sirved us the medical sdviser to woren at the University of
Matyland and remained invalved in the feminist American Women's Medi-
cal Associution, of which she was elected president in 1938, In 1930 she gave
o lecture at the University of Marylind on how women could be bath wives
and mathiers ind work outside the home. Karpeles stressed the need for care-
Ful plasing, saying that women should budget their time and energy and pay
special attention w their health, She told her lsteners to get eight hours of
sleep u night, eat three balanced meals a day, and dismiss office worries from
thelr wrinds after howrs. Mol women, said Karpeles; are too gonscientions
about their fobs. Men, she told the sudience, are better leaving the office
helsind thin women. Karpeles also stressed the need for recreation, preferably
phisical, on weekends. She recommended that ber lsteners picka hobby they
could di with thelr family such as horseback nding v tennis. She and her
liumily, she added, always went horseback riding wvery Sunduy, and the whole
lamily looked farwurd to their day in the country,”

lronically, two surgeans whose contracts were tepminated because of ui-
satisfactony: performance went on to huve very successful careers. Dy Ollfe
Prescon Baird purlayed her military service into a prestmous ivll seérvice
Hppcintoment afer the war. &t foory-seven, Buird was a1 the midpoint ol ey
tareer when she way appainted to the War Industries Board, directed by Ber
fied Baruch, as supervisor of health for the boards vaion women empliyres,
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She opened 4 privite practice in the Wieshirgton, LLC,, ares, was appointad (0
_w_“ﬁ staff of _Tﬁ MWitional I...-...ﬂﬂ_.,.._ﬂ_uﬁ_._u_._w —._._....n“u.:._.r_.i A 11934 hu_m:.whn._h ﬂ_.._._..u..__."t.
phier Bennett.

The voung doctor Anna Kléegman, whiose contract was terminaied be-
cause her collengues would not éooperute with a " Russiun Jewess” did not (m
iniiately return hame tis New York City but nstesd taupht science at Greens-
Baro Callege for Women in North Caroling for ane year, Back i New Yark
sl embarkied on what was to become d fuirly high-profile midicnl career. She
matried, had two daughters, established hersélf i private practice, and wis
a surgenn on stalf at both the Hospital for Special Surgery and the New York
Infirmary, A founding fellow of the American College of Oltetrics and Gy-
necalogy, she was also ane of the earliest members of the Ametican Society
tor Marrage Counselars and vice pesident of the New York Women's Medlcal
Association. Later in life, Kleegotan (then ynder ber martied name of Dan:
tels) Served as divector of the Planned Parenthood Association for the South
Shere ol Long Island and s president of the Association for Voluntary Steril-
Lzation, Toward the end of her career she wrote two popular self-help bools,
The Mastare Warnan and 115 Never Tow Late to Love"

Marriage and the arrival of childeen were not necessarily jmpediments
i the medical careers of the younger comtract surgerms, D Dolares Pinero
married 2 phiemaciot several years afier her war service and had two children,
Shie continued 1o practice medicine, secaring positions of increasing prestige
and respansibility, serving us supervisor of a maternity hpspital in San Juan,
Pusrta Rico, and later as sipervisor of a 200:bed psychiatric hospial A1
the same time she hild a pasition at the Central Otfice of the Department of
Health n Puetto Rico and was appointed 1o orgaree the school hygiene work
o e dsland.

When her assignment with the attending surgeon in Washington, D.C,,
ended, Dr. Lucy Baker returned to Rochester, and accepred a staif position at
Rachester General Hospital, becorming one of o few women physicians ufili-
ated with the hospital, As o junior stafl member, she initiully worked in the
outpatient department. By 1926 she was specializing in anesthesiology, arid
she remained on staff at the hospital through the 1308 when she operied
private practice in obstetrics and gynecology in Rochester. Baler miarried a
man by the name af Foster in 19a9, when she was in her garly forties, aftir
which she appears to have used both names professionully, even after she'wis
widowed after seven years of marriage. She continued (o practice medicing
unitil 175, when she was eighry-seven years ofd, and liter told a nesespaper
reporter that she esnmated she had deliverad more than oné tHotsand babies
during the course of her eareer She adeled that during the early vears of ligr
practice she encountered prejudice from borh patients and other doctirs, b
that ahe “just had to work o litle harder™ for maceprance.” Baler, like Baled,
Pineroy and Kileegman, seems to huve satisfactorily balanced marrisge ind
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farnily with & miedical carver: Although it is imprssible o state definitively
that thelr military experience helped these womnen in their lnter careees; it
definitely did not impair them, even when the aravy believed that their per.
formance had heen less than sabsfactory,

Several of the younger fermale army contract surgeons eventually wjpled out
of medicine becange ol tamuy-related demands. Both Locetts Mahet and B«
ther Camberland Kratz who had worked at the Attending Surgeon’s Office n
Washington, .C. with Lucy Baker left their misdical careers in fivor of fa.
iy lie, Maher was retained by the army under contract for several years, an
indication that her superiors were extremely pléased with her performuice.
While on the job, Maber met army officer Jay L. Benedict, aiyd the couple mat-
ried in 1924, Benedict wits o canser wrmy officer, retiring s a major genural in
1a42. and Maher apparently guve up her medical career o fllow him theough
o geries of militory postirigs ardund thi cowntey, When he retired in 1g.42 the
couple returned to Washington, where Loretty Maher Benedict (never re-
ferred to as Dr. Benedict) became Involved in volunteer work far the Army
Relief Society. the Red Crisss, and the Repablican National Commitee,

Dr Esther Cumberland Krats, who was vilued by her supervisor at the At
rending Surgeon’s Office because she “gor along well with difficult patienty,”
moved with her hushand to Callfornin, where they had three children, She loft
medicing with hier children’s arrival und did not return to practice ™

Several women chase a middle ground between medicine and children,
opting buk af practice while their children wene small but easing back info
medicinie later in life. Although they continued their medical practice, they
deliberarely chose less exalted careers than their early potential had indicated

they miight aspire to. After her contract expired in wig, Dr Gertrude Flsher

McCann béiame a research fllow and Instructor in pathology at the College
of Phiysicians and Surgeans at Columbis Univeraity and then was appointed
an assistant inatrugtior of puthology at Johns Hopkins Medical School for six
months n 1923 However, she left her position when she and her hosband, Dr,
William 8, McCann, moved to Rechester, New. York, so that he could neaept
i poditlon as professor al the Untiversity of Rochester Medical Center, Dun Mg
this pericd the E_“ﬂgn_:via twochildren. and Gertrude MeCann did oot re-
turn 1o the practice of medicine unnl 1aa7, when her two children were dlder.
Shie then hecame the medical adviser 1o women at the Lhmversity of Roches-
ler, o pusitian she held wintil 1942, when her desire to et involved inowar work
Again led her toa job tn industrial medicine at the Eastman Kodak Company.
MeCann published ohe article in a professionnl journal under her maiden
nime Fishur and four or five sthers undey her marned name. Both 1he Me.
Cana children, » hoyand 4 gitl, grew up to emudate ther parents and begoine
divctars, and the daughter followed her mother's foputsteps by marrving i dok.
towr s well, Dy, Gertrude MeCari died in 1956 ut age BIxty-senen, ™

Dt Jeun Mendenhall gave up practicing medicine when her son was boen
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and remained home wntil e wént o prepacstory school, She then began
teaching w course in “Family Problems™ The talented bucteriologint Dr
Apnes Scholl Ruddock moved with ket husband o Los Angeles, Califoenia,
and had two children. She contitued to work ws o physician with the lealth
depariment of the city schools. While such w position muy have been *family
Eriendly” as we say todiy, it was a filr eri from the specialisgd laticratory work
that Ruddock was trained to do,™

Some ol the women's careers took pathis that were yntelated wind even con-
rradictory to thieir army service A little move thars ten years after hier army
contract expired. anesthetist De. Myra Buboock of Deteoir, Michigan, began
to devote Lirge dmtounts of her time to the dperations and {mprovement of
the Detroit Animadl Shelter, whick was funded by the Michigan Humane So-
clety. In August 1931 the was appoinied shelter operitivns rodbger and over-
aaw the rénovation of the building. Within six months the shelter hosted a
Christmas party for chiliren and horses. Babeock 1ld a newspaper reparter
that the Humatie Society’s educational gioal was 1o “teach children during the
farmative period of their lives fo e kind to and comsiderate of every living
creature, including animals as well as humun beings; to inetill in every child a
vepugmnce towird all forms of crueley: develop a live for lite tnall ity mani-
festations und to stress the application of the Galden Rule to antmals as well
a4 hutman beings™

Fellow anesthatisn Mary Botiford of Califernia continued her successiul
career ufter the war but rethought her wartime activities, By the time she was
appointed clinieal professar ol anesthesiology at the University of California
Medical School inagan Botsford had changed her mind sbout who should
be responsible for dispensing anesthesia in the operating room. Although
shie had taught nurses anesthesia during World War 1, she used her position
as president of the Associated Anesthetists of the United States and Canada
b advocate wgainst nyries becoming anesthetists, and even suggested tiking
that appesition to the courts ®

Several women returned to their former homes and gobs after the wir ane
citrried o with their medical coreers as if their miliary experience lad not
happened. Anesthetist Flizabeth Van Cortlandt Hocker, whe was in her forties
while with the army overseas. returned 1o Cincinnati after the wir ind served
a i member of the Christ Hospital Seaff for o number of years, spicializing in
atiesthesia, She maintained a practice in partnership with hiee brother-in-low,
also a physician in Cincimati, until il-health forced her o ritire

Bacteriologist Ruth Tunniclitf of Chicago returned to hier wirk deévelop-
Ing o vaceing for measles at the McGormick Institute for Infections Diséases
alter her short army contract ended. There s no evidenie thit Tunnicliff’s
militiry experience aided ber careers ar least ane medical historian befieves
thitt: Tunmeliff did nor receive un appointment ay & professor at a medical
school becase of gender disuriminution. An arsicle pablished in the Chivape
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_?__.&:xn indicates that as of 195 _E:_E::., wa sl working on a vaccine for
measles. She did publish several articles in sclentific journals and bbvinisly
gaitied the respect of her peers, serving as president of the Chicitgo Society of

Patlolisgists,”

fiv the years aftey Workd War 1, o double-edged sword hanpered (he pro-
tessional careers of women physicians and cut bick dieir dumbers. W en
contirued to have a hard time entering the medical prefession, and onge these
they suffered from both gender discriminaticon and societal [rressiire to leave
i they marnied and hod chideen, The postwilr caréers of the armvs wiomen
contract surgeans reflect the difficall conditions women physicians fced ay
weell as thewr limited range of optiona. Some like Benedict and Kratz opted to
teave the medical profession when they marriéd and liad children hecause
soctery expected them to und they believed trylng o do otherwise would
be too diffioult. Others like Karpeles and Pinero planeered the route of the
modern-day career wimen and "had it all)" managing both a suceessiul medi-
cal careet and family, MeCann und Ruddock chose n micddle eourse sl con-
toued 10 practice medicine after their childten were born, but gt a deliberately
lower Jevel than they might atherwise have expected. Physicians such as the
unmirried Tannichtf, meanwhile, may have suffered arbitrarily curtulled ca-
réers not beciuse they wanted to, but because the medical establishment with,
held the most prestiglous appointments from them hecayse of their gender
Other unmirtied physicians, such as Botsford, managed to have prestigious
carcers although. signifionntly, in medical niches where their gender was nota
handicip.

AL the same tine, fewer women were entering the profession because it
wils becoming increasingly hard to gee staried ‘The country wanted to return
to “normaley” as span us possible nfier the war, and the actions of medical
sithivale and hisspitals doward womens teflected this desire perfectly, Thirteen
miedical schools, vcluding Columbla and Yale, had admitted women for the
first time during the war, and many hospitals had accepied women interns
because of the decting in the number of available male interns. Onee the war
wus over, hawever, the hospitals that had reluctantly accepled women interns
stopped accepting them at all As of 1921, 4o out of the 482 hospitals approvid
fot intern service avcepled women. 1n 1935, American medical schools, uct-
Ut in concert, impésed a percentage quota limiting the number of feniale
students. As late as the mid-19308, twelve states had no hospitals Hvat offered
intornships to women, and 250 women medical school graduates each year
campeted for 185 available internships scross the countey. Méanwhile, the
484y male medical gradustes could select from 6,154 mvailable internships
Although the nution’s need for physicians during World War 1 Tiad epened o
B iy (6 watnen, thie war didn't lnst Iong enough for women w nide prer
manent gaing. By the tinie the United States entered World War 11, only 1o
ot of the 7iz American Medicl Associatton-approved umernship hospitals
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sccepred applications rrom women. These restrictjons Uilied the :cE?..___ inf
wimen entering the medical profession, with women phisiclans accounting
for fewer than 4 percent of the doctars nationwide by 1940

When World War 1T started and women physiclans again offered their sor:
vices to the Army dod Navy Medical Corpi, the militacy's inltial respiinae rep-
licated tts actions during World War L The sy reluctantly offered & simall
number of contricts o wormen physicians, byt buth brunches of the service
balked at offertivg them commissiing. The following chipter examines how
women physiciung findlly achieved the elisive nght i a militeey commissian,
albeit in 4 “remparary” basis, and explores the parameters of their wartime
At
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CHAPUER THREE

FINDING A PLACE IN THE SUN

Women Army Doctors in World War 1

Fbelivve in beng very realistic about sivedichie for women, . . The sab
wifaction amd rovired wist come fran il st from withion,

Dir. Murgaret 13 Craighill,

Ly Janiry igq4. By Mawr College

[Jhile the period Betwieen World Wie Land World Wae 11 way dhart,
mwany things changed for femule physicians. The 19205 offired freat
promuse for them. especlally with the ratification of the womans

sulfrage amendment in o, By 1915 nearly a8 pereent of wiren physicians
belonged o the American Meidleal Avsaciation (AMA) as cormjared to the 8
percent of women physicians who had been members of the Medical Women's
National Association [MWNA)Y bebween 1416 and 126, Although not enough
hospitals were accepting femald Interns, many niore inlernships were avajl
able; which extended to other institutional positiors as well

Contrary ti'what had beén expected in the medical field, the cause. of
womer physicline wias not gdvanced during the 19305 as the percentage of
practicing women physicians declined to 4.4 percent of all physicions trom 6
percent it 1910, In 1935 the MWNA wited 1o retncorpoeate s the American
Medical Women's Agsociation (AMWA), an actiom that was completed in way.
Even befare the outhreak of World War 11, AMWA campaigned o win corm-
tissions for wemen physicians in the medical reserves, In fact, MWNA passed
a testlistion protesting discrimmination against female physicians at 1he artnuil
meeting in 1932 In1g40 AMWA petitioned the AMA for- support in chang-
g the law about women and the medical reserves. When one male delegate
of the AMA was asked why that organization held a ditferant position toward
women physiclans thi It did toward mirges who had held military ranlk sine
World War I, the unswier wis stmply, "Nurses goe well supervised ™

Like Warld Was 1. however, the Second Warld War offered womsen uri-
precedisnted oppartunities foe work eutside the home Presipritie s harrai thie



