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Position statement: The American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) advocates for zero

tolerance of sexual and physical violence against women physicians and others in healthcare.

Background: On August 9th 2024, a 31-year-old junior physician (whose name is protected)
was found to be raped and murdered while training at the RG Kar Hospital in Kolkata, India.t
This case has reignited the conversation surrounding violence towards women, especially in the
context of a professional work environment. This event reminds us of the brutal rape and murder
of Jyoti Singh, a physiotherapy student in New Delhi, India in 2012.* Since this event, India has
seen a rise in reported rape cases from 25,000 in 2012 to 31,000 in 2024; however, these
numbers do not account for the occurrences that do not get reported out of fear of continued
violence.!

Because of these growing levels of violence, it is critical to discuss how this may affect
women in the medical field. Findings by Dyrbye et al. showed that female physicians face more
frequent mistreatment and discrimination than their male counterparts, and women of color face
more than their white peers.* This information is further supported by a cumulative literature
review by Caruso et al. (2022) that showed that physicians experienced workplace violence
within the past year across multiple countries: American (47%), German (91%), Indian (84%),
and Turkish (83%).2 These findings exemplify the need for global reform to mitigate violence
directed towards physicians and other healthcare professionals. Sari et al. (2023) analyzed
workplace violence specifically related to women in healthcare at a tertiary hospital in Turkey:
79.6% reported verbal workplace violence and 20.4% were exposed to physical workplace
violence.® Despite these reportedly high rates of workplace violence, female physicians were
significantly less likely than their male counterparts to report incidences of violence in the

workplace due to stigmas and fears of retaliation.?



Violence towards women physicians is not limited to the workplace. 1 in 4 physicians
experiencing intimate partner violence, disproportionately affecting female practitioners.®
Intimate partner violence (IPV)/domestic violence (DV) includes all physical, sexual, and
psychological abuse within a domestic relationship, including but not limited to spouses,
significant others, and partners. Doctors such as Samantha Banton-Woolery, Gwendoline
Amsrala, and Marsha Certain each were victims of IPV/DV. Many more women physicians
chose not come forward or may not have the same coverage that these cases have received.%’8

AMWA has taken a strong stance on advocating for IPV/DV victims through position
statements and the Domestic Violence Prevention Working Group which promotes advocacy and
education surrounding acknowledgement, prevention, and support for victims, including fellow
physicians.®1° These advocacy and educational opportunities include an annual DV Awareness
Webinar, biweekly DV Prevention Committee meetings, advocacy for standardizing 1PV
recognition and prevention training for healthcare students and providers, as well as
empowerment and support for healthcare workers who have been victims of DV.

Women physicians are subject to increased hostility, physical violence, and sexual
violence both at home and in professional environments on a global scale. AMWA stands in
support of women in medicine internationally and were outraged by the violent rape and murder

of the 31-year-old Junior Doctor in Kolkata, India.
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