
October 23, 2020

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, representing the nation’s leading professional medical organizations in the 
field of obstetrics and gynecology, we write today regarding the recent Executive Order on Combating Race and Sex 
Stereotyping, signed September 22, 2020.i  We have serious concerns about the negative impacts this Executive Order will 
have on efforts to combat systemic racism and advance a more equitable society. We therefore call on you with utmost 
urgency to immediately rescind the Executive Order.

As our nation confronts systemic racism and the consequences of persistent inequities and disparate outcomes in health 
care, our organizations have committed to changing the culture of medicine, eliminating racism and racial inequities that 
lead to disparate health outcomes, and promoting equity in women’s health and health care.ii  This commitment requires 
an honest evaluation of our own biases, a dedication to dismantling systemic and institutional racism that is pervasive in 
our country’s health care institutions, and an obligation to embracing the conduct of research, publications, presentations, 
and other types of programming that incorporate an anti-racism framework.

This work is not theoretical, and political efforts to interfere with its progress are unacceptable. The United States is in 
the midst of a COVID-19 global pandemic that has killed more than 210,000 people. Communities of color, including 
Black, Latinx, and American Indian/Alaska Native populations have faced disproportionately higher rates of COVID-19 
infection, hospitalization, and death.iii  The United States is also experiencing a maternal mortality crisis and is the only 
developed country with a rising maternal death rate.iv  Black and American Indian/Alaska Native women are roughly three 
times more likely to die from pregnancy-related causes than white women.v  Those inequities risk exacerbation due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Further, Black and Latinx populations experience higher rates of mortality from cervical cancer 
than white women.vi 

We are very concerned that the Executive Order will have a chilling effect on critical efforts to advance racial equity. 
As our respective organizations do the important work to combat racism and racial bias in medicine, we call on the 
Administration to support, rather than suppress, these efforts. We implore you to immediately rescind the Executive Order 
on Combatting Race and Sex Stereotyping. 

Sincerely,

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
American College of Osteopathic Obstetricians and Gynecologists

SGO



American Gynecological and Obstetrical Society
American Medical Women’s Association
American Society for Reproductive Medicine 
American Urogynecologic Society
Council of University Chairs of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology
Infectious Diseases Society for Obstetrics and Gynecology
National Medical Association
North American Society for Pediatric and Adolescent Gynecology
Society for Academic Specialists in General Obstetrics and Gynecology
Society of Family Planning
Society of Gynecologic Oncology 
Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine
Society of OB/GYN Hospitalists
Society for Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility
Womxns Health Collaborative
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