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December 14, 2022

Dear Senator

’

December 14, 2022 is the 10-year mark of the Sandy Hook tragedy when a gunman used an AR-15 with high capacity
magazines to brutally murder 20 children and six educators in an elementary school. Since that horrific day, over one
million Americans have been shot and over 400,000 Americans have been killed by guns in towns and cities across our
nation; there have been more than 4200 mass shooting incidents; and the number of annual gun deaths has increased to
45,000 in 2020.

After the horrific shootings in Buffalo, Uvalde, and Highland Park, the 117th Congress passed the Bipartisan Safer
Communities Act (BSCA) and President Joe Biden immediately signed the bill into law. This legislation was the first
federal gun violence prevention bill that was signed into law since the Brady Background Check bill and the Assault
Weapons Ban legislation were passed in 1994,

In addition, the 117th House of Representatives passed a historic set of comprehensive gun laws. These lifesaving bills
are currently sitting on Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer’s desk.

[74HR8-Bipartisan Background Checks Act
[74HR1446-Enhanced Background Checks Act
[74HR 7910-Protecting Our Kids Act

[74HR 1808-Assault Weapons Ban of 2022
[74HR 4118-Break the Cycle of Violence Act
[74Funding for Gun Violence Research

Gun violence is a public health emergency! A set of strong comprehensive gun violence prevention laws are needed to
protect all Americans in our nation. We implore the Senate to not wait until 60 filibuster-proof votes are secured to vote on
lifesaving bills that were passed in the House of Representatives. Introducing legislation is simply not enough. We need
the Senate gun safety champions to be persistent in their efforts to pass lifesaving gun laws and demonstrate to the
American people that they are doing all they can to end the gun violence crisis in our nation.

In April of 2019, a coalition of gun violence prevention survivors, advocates, and researchers from across the nation
gathered at the GVPedia Conference in Denver, Colorado to commemorate the 20th Anniversary of the Columbine
shooting, and to forge a path forward to a safer America. From this assembly the Denver Accord was born, a declaration
of guiding principles and policies to end the scourge of gun violence in America.
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-1vWmIu8VtUxYENEYhSWFKitHCbCLmpUXoiyeELu5vk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LgPP-EKctuhoP9B26_LFados4iOi0P0WEt9UJ-6ORkQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://denveraccord.org/

THE TIME IS NOW for the Senate to act boldly to protect our children and loved ones. Therefore, a coalition of 120 gun
violence prevention organizations and allies representing over 18 million Americans implore you to immediately pass the
bills passed in the House of Representatives and work towards passing policy proposals recommended in GVPedia's
Denver Accord to steadily reduce gun homicides, gun suicides, unintentional shootings, mass shootings, police violence,
and gun injuries in America.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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